Vedic Accents in External Sandhi

The Vedic accents considered here are the udatta, anudatta, and the independent svarita. The
accent-sandhi rules will be explained for the praslista, abhinihita, and the ksaipra sandhis. The
appendix contains the corresponding rules from the Astadhayi and the Pratisakhyas.

1. Praslista Sandhi

(a,a)+(a,a) =>a
1,7 +(1,1) =1
(w,o)+ @, u)=10
(a,a)+(1,1) =>e
(a,a)+(u,0) =>o
(@ a)+() =>ar
(a,2) + (e, al) =>ai
(a, a) + (0, au) => au

1.1 If both of the 2 vowels are anudatta the combined vowel is anudatta.

(anudatta, anudatta) => anudatta;
[tva | agne => tvagne (RV 1.1.7); uémasi | istdye => usmasistaye (RV 1.30.12); anu | usasah =>
antsasah (RV 1.44.10)]

1.2 If at least one of the 2 vowels is udatta the accent of the combined vowel is uddatta.

(Compare with PA 8.2.5, RVPr 3.11, TPr 10.10, VPr 4.132, CA 3.66)

(anudatta, udatta) => udatta;
[nakasya | adhi => nakasyadhi (RV 1.19.6); tava | it => tavét (RV 1.1.6); asya | rddhih =>
asyarddhih (TS 6.6.10.2)]

(udatta, anudatta) => udatta;
[pita | asi => pitasi (RV 1.31.10); abhi | Tm = abhim (RV 1.51.2); a|iha => ¢éha (RV 1.1.2);
purt | urd => puriira (RV 8.25.16); agneyya | rca => agneyyarca (TS 3.1.6.1)]

(udatta, udatta) =>udatta;
[ihd | 4 =>iha (RV 1.12.3); ih4 | upa => ihdpa (RV 1.16.2); pra | étasam => praitasam (RV
1.61.15); eva | fsih => evarsih (TS 5.1.10.1]

(svarita, udatta) => udatta;
[kva | &varam => kvavaram (RV 1.168.6); kva | it => kvét (RV 1.161.4); kva | ékam =>
kvaikam (RV 10.85.19); karya | iti => karyéti (TS 7.5.5.1) ]

Exception to rule 1.2 for RV, Sukla YV Samhita, SV and AV:
1.3 Short i (udatta) + short i (anudatta) => 1 (svarita); (Compare with PA 8.2.6, RVPr 3.13,
VPr 4.133, CA 3.56)



[divi-iva => diviva (RV 1.22.20); abhi | ihi => abhihi (RV 1.80.3); disi | itdh => disitah (AV
11.2.12) ]

Exception to rule 1.2 for Kysna YV:
1.4 Short u (udatta) + short u (anudatta) => i (svarita); (Compare with TPr 10.17)

[dikst | upa-dadhati => dikstipadadhati (TS 5.5.5.4); sG-udgata => sudgata (TS 7.1.8.1)]

Exception to rule 1.2 for the Satapatha Brahmana of Sukla YV:
1.5 If the first vowel is uddtta and the second vowel anudatta the combined vowel is svarita.

(udatta, anudatta) => svarita;
[sd nd + evd => s& naivd => sa naiva (MSB 14.4.2.24)]
[aryama + Ayur iti => aryamayur iti => aryamayuriti (MSB 13.5.1.18)]

1.6 If the first vowel is svarita and the second vowel is anuddatta the accent of the combined
vowel is svarita. (Compare with RVPr 3.12, TPr 10.12, Vpr 4.131)

(svarita, anudatta) => svarita;

[kanya-iva => kanyéva (RV 1.123.10); yajya | esa => yajyaisa (TS 2.6.2.6); kva | asyah =>
kvasyah (TS 5.7.4.2); chavya | upa-akrtaya => chavyopakrtaya (TS 5.7.20); pathya-iva =>
pathyeva (MVS 11.5)]

2. Abhinihita / Abhinihata Sandhi

e+ta=>e
o+a=>0
ah+a=>0+a=>0

2.1 If both of the 2 vowels are anudatta the accent of the combined vowel is anudatta.

(anudatta, anudatta) => anudatta;
[Gtaye | asmin => Gtaye 'smin (RV 1.30.6); nah | ava =>no 'va (RV 1.7.4)]

2.2 If at least one of the 2 vowels is uddtta the accent of the combined vowel is udatta.

(anudatta, udatta) => udatta; (Compare with PA 8.2.5, RVPr 3.11, TPr 12.10, VPr 4.132, CA
3.66)

[sinave | agne => stinavé 'gne (RV 1.1.9); manyo | avidhat => many¢ 'vidhat (RV 10.83.1);
gayatrinah | arcanti => gayatrino 'rcanti (RV 1.10.1)]

(udatta, udatta) =>udatta; Compare with RVPr 3.11, TPr 12.10, VPr 4.132, CA 3.66)
[juhiiré | &vase => juhuré 'vase (RV 1.48.14); sthah | &vase => stho 'vase (RV 1.17.2)]

(svarita, udatta) => udatta; (Compare with RVPr 3.11, TPr 12.11, VPr 4.131, CA 3.66)
[adyttye | avase => adyutyé 'vase (RV 1.112.24); ukthyah | atha => ukthy¢ 'tha (TS 7.1.5.4)]

(udatta, anudatta) => svarita; see 2.3



Exception to rule 2.2:
2.3 If the first vowel is udatta and the second vowel anudatta the accent of the combined vowel

is svarita. (Compare with PA 8.2.6; RVPr 3.3, 3.13; TPr 12.9; VPr 4.61, CA 3.55)

(udatta, anudatta) => svarita;
[té | avardhanta => t¢ 'vardhanta (RV 1.85.7); rayah | avanih => rayo 'vanih (RV 1.4.10); sah |
abravit => so 'bravit (TS 2.1.2.1); sah | aracyata => so 'rajyata (AV 15.8.1) ]

2.4 If the first vowel is svarita and the second vowel is anudatta the accent of the combined
vowel is svarita. (Compare with RVPr 3.12, TPr 12.11)

(svarita, anudatta) => svarita;
[budhnyah | ajah => budhnyo 'jah (RV 2.31.6); pitvah | avisasya => pitvo 'visasya (RV 8.25.20);
madhavyah | asani => madhavyo 'sani (TS 2.5.9.3)]

3. Ksaipra Sandhi

(i, 1) + vowel [other than (i, T)] => y + vowel
(u, ©) + vowel [other than (u, G)] => v + vowel

3.1 If the first vowel is uddtta and the second vowel anudadtta the accent of the vowel after (v, v)
is svarita. (Compare with PA 8.2.4; RVPr 3.3, 3.13; TPr 10.16; VPr 4.47; CA 3.58)

(udatta, anudatta) => svarita;
[pra-yati | adhvaré => prayaty adhvaré (RV 1.16.3); nu | eva =>nv ¢va (RV 4.51.9); abhi |
arcata => abhy arcata (AV 7.82.12)]

3.2 The accent of the second vowel remains unchanged after the first vowel has been replaced
by (y, v) when the two vowels have the following accents:

(anudatta, anudatta) => anudatta;
[piirvani | okya => purvany okya (RV 8.25.17); bhiitu | esam => bhiitv esam (RV 1.94.12)]

(anudatta, udatta) =>udatta;
[jarayanti | ayuh => jarayanty ayuh (RV 1.92.10); madhu | 4gne => madhv agne (RV 1.14.10)]

(udatta, udatta) => udatta;
[dhuri | ipa => dhury Gpa (RV 1.151.4); nt | indra => nv indra (RV 1.165.5)]

Appendix
Panini's Astadhyayt (PA)

SeRANTadu: WRAISTaR I

udattasvaritayor yanah svarito 'nudattasya |[|8.2.4||

A svarita accent replaces the anuddatta which occurs (immediately) after a semivowel (yanah)
replacement of an uddtta or svarita (vowel).

UhTCRT SalaHIar: I



ekadesa udattenodattah ||8.2.5||
A single replacement (ekadesah) of an anudatta vowel with an udatta vowel becomes udatta.

w@Ral arsgar uera! i

svarito va 'nudatte padadau ||8.2.6||
The single replacement of an anudatta which is at the beginning of a word (padadau) and the
preceding uddtta vowel optionally (vd) becomes svarita.

Rgveda Pratisakhya (RVPr)

THIERTATRI gl WRa: WR: |
ckaksarasamavese purvayoh svaritah svarah ||3.3||
When there is a combination of the first two accents (i. e., of the udatta and the anudatta) into

one syllable, (the resulting) accent is svarita.

JEaABIHIG &I HEHERT |

udattavatyekibhava udattarn sarhdhyam aksaram ||3.11||

In a combination (of two vowels), one of which is udatta, the syllable resulting from the
combination is udatta.

3Gy U: Wkd Wkdag ||

anudattodaye punah svaritam svaritopadhe ||3.12]|

But (the result of the combination) is svarita, if (there is a combination of) a svarita with a
following anudatta.

SHRAY TS ANy 7 |

JEAYdRTIY MMHTITHART |

ikarayo$ ca praslese ksaiprabhinihitesu ca |
udattapiirvariipesu $akalyasyaivam acaret ||3.13|]

One should, according to Sakalya, proceed in the same way (i. e., should regard the result of
the combination as svarita), in the contraction of two short i vowels and in the Ksaipra and
Abhinihita sandhis, if the first element (in the different combinations) is acute.

Taittirtya Pratisakhya (TPr)

3YHAY |
athaikamubhe ||10.1|]
Now for the combination of two vowels into one.

(Praslista Sandhi 10.1-8)

R THMIER FauwR |

dirgharm samanaksare savarnapare ||10.2]|

In the case of a simple vowel, followed by a similar vowel, the product is long.

S{YTEUS ||

athavarpapiirve [10.3||

Now for cases in which an a-vowel stands first.
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2qUftR THRHAI
ivarnapara ekaram [|10.4||
When an i-vowel follows, the product is e.

JAUWR NHRA

uvarnapara okaram ||10.5]|
When an u-vowel follows, the product is o.

THFRBRW THRHI

ekaraikarapara aikaram |[10.6||
When e or ai follows, the product is ai.

NHRIBRIR AHRA

okaraukarapara aukaram ||10.7||
When o or au follows, the product is au.

SRHRUX |

aram rkarapare ||10.8]|
When r follows, the product is ar.

(Accent for the Praslista sandhi)

Jardqarafd |

udattam udattavati ||10.10||

When an uddtta enters into the combination, the result is udatta.

WG TRa
svaritanudattasarnipate svaritam ||10.12]]
When svarita and anudatta are combined, the result is svarita.

(Ksaipra sandhi)
SqUIHRI FGHRI |l

ivarnokarau yavakarau ||10.15||
An i-vowel and u become respectively y and v.

(Accent for the Ksaipra sandhi)

Iy WRI Sa: WRAH I

udattayos ca paro ‘nudattah svaritam ||10.16||

And, when they are udatta, a following anudatta becomes svarita.

(Accent for the Praslista sandhi: u + u)

SHIA I

tbhave ca ||10.17||



Also when i is the product of the combination.

(Abhinihata sandhi)

qId THR THRIGRYT: |

lupyate tv akara ekaraukaraparvah ||11.1]|
But a is elided when preceded by e or o.

(Accent for the Abhinihata sandhi)

afeTadar gd Sart: WRa i

tasminn anudatte pirva udattah svaritam ||12.9||

When the elided a is anudatta, the preceding dipthong, if udatta, becomes svarita.

3 Arar eyl
udatte canudatta udattam ||12.10]|
When it is udatta, the preceding dipthong, if anuddtta, becomes udatta.

Wiay gz Whdy 47|

svarita$ ca sarvatra svaritas ca sarvatra ||12.11||
As also, in every case, if svarita.

Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya (VPr)

(Accent for the Ksaipra sandhi)
udattasyantahsthibhavesvaritarm param anudattam ||4.47||

(Accent for the Abhnihita sandhi)
tau ced udattav anudatte svaritau ||4.61]|

(Accent for the Praslista and Abhinihita sandhi)

svaritavan svaritah ||4.131||

udattavanudattah ||4.132]|

ivarnam ubhayato hrasvam udattapiirvam anudattapararm svaritam ||4.133||

Caturadhyayika (CA) (A Pratisakhya of Atharvaveda)

[udattah pirvah | paro 'anudattah | svaritah sandhih]
An udatta preceding; an anudatta following, their combination svarita.

ekaraukarau padantau parato 'karar so 'bhinihitah ||3.55]|
When an a is absorbed by a preceding final e or o the resulting svarita is abhinihita.

ikarayoh praslistah ||3.56|
The svarita arising from the fusion of two short i is praslista.

antahsthapattav udattasyanudatte ksaiprah ||3.58||
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The svarita arising upon the conversion into a semivowel of an udatta vowel before an anudatta
is the ksaipra.

ckadesa udattenodattah ||3.66||
A vowel produced by combination with an udatta is itself udatta.
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