The guru letter Ya (¥) in the Madhyandina Sambhita
Introduction

In the printed Devanagart editions of the Madhyandina Vajasaneyi Sarmhita the guru (heavy)
letter ¥ (Ya) and the laghu letter U (ya) are seen. In the first part of this article the rules are
given to find out when in the Sarhhita the letter Ya (¥) is written.

The Pratijiia-Siitra and several Siksas of the Madhyandina Sakha teach the pronunciation of ya
as ja when

(1) ya is in the beginning of a word, not in conjunction, and not preceded by an upasarga
(2) ya in the beginning, end, or middle of a word is connected with r, ra and ha.
(3) ya is doubled

The rules given by these texts are the same as the rules to find out when in the Sarhhita the
letter Ya (¥) is written. That means whenever in the Sarhhita the letter Ya (¥) is written it should
be pronounced as ja.

The Madhyandina V3ajasaneyi Sarnhita without doubling contains 2198 guru letters Ya (¥) and
8211 laghu letters ya (4).

Rules to find out when in the Sarhhita the letter Ya (¥) is written

1. The letter ya (Y) at the beginning of a word and not preceded by a consonant becomes
the guru Ya (¥)

vasoh pavitramasi dyaurasi prthivyasi matari§vano gharmo'si vi§vadha'asi | paramena dhamna
drmhasva ma hvarma te Yajiiapatirhvarsit MS 1.2

kastva Yunakti sa tva Yunakti kasmai tva Yunakti tasmai tva Yunakti | (1.6)

ayante Yonirrtviyo Yato jato'arocathah | (3.14)

Yatra somah siiyate Yatra Yajiio ghrtasya dhara'abhi tatpavante 17.97

rathe tisthannayati vajinah puro Yatrayatra kamayate susarathih | (29.43)

tamste pretyapigacchanti Ye ke catmahano janah 40.3

ya is not at the beginning of a word (laghu ya):
te no viprasah suhava bhavantu vayam syama patayo raymam 19.61

va at the beginning of a word is preceded by a consonant (laghu ya):
asminyajiie svadhaya madantodhibruvantu tevantvasman 19.58
tasmadyajnatsarvahutah sambhrtamprsadajyam | (31.6)

2. Not when ya is preceded by an upasarga (ati, adhi, anu, api, abhi, a, upa, ni, pra, prati,
vi) and placed in the interior of a pada.

brhaspate'ati yadarYo'arhaddyumadvibhati kratumajjanesu | (26.3)
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divi te janma paramamantarikse tava nabhih prthivyamadhi yonirit 11.12
abhisiinammahimanampanayata manah pascadanu yacchanti raSmayah 29.43
api yatha Yuvano matsatha no visvanjagadabhipitve manisa 33.34

raksoha visvacarsanirabhi yonimayohate | (26.26)

agne Yatte divi varcah prthivyamYadosadhisvapsva yajatra | (12.48)

upa yajfiam havisca nah 17.9

a susvayantl Yajate'upake'usasanakta sadatanni yonau | (29.31)
ghrtanghrtayone piba prapra yajiapatintira svaha 5.38

narasamsah prati $iro mimanastaniinapatprati yajiiasya dhama | (20.37)
Yunakta sira vi yuga tanudhvankrte Yonau vapateha bijjam | (12.68)

va is at the beginning of a pada:

susandr$antva vayammaghavanvandisimahi | pra ninampiirnabandhura stuto yasi va$a2m |/'anu
Yoja nvindra te harT 3.52 (RV 1.82.3)

su-sandr$am | tva | vayam / magha-van | vandisimabhi || pra | niinam | piirna-vandhurah / stutah |
yahi | vasan | anu / yoja | nu | indra | te | harT iti ||RVP 1.82.3]]

indramiddharT vahatopratidhrstasavasam | rsinafica stutirupa Yajhafica manusanam | (RV1.84.2)
upayamagrhitosindraya tva sodasina'esa te yonirindraya tva sodasine || 8.35

indram | it | harT iti | vahatah / apratidhrsta-§avasam || rsinam | ca | stutth | upa / yajiiam | ca |
manusanam |[|[RVP 1.84.2||

3. The conjunction of ra and ya (ry) preceded by a vowel becomes 1Y / rY'Y with doubling

bahvirYajamanasya pastnpahi (1.1)

YamparidhimparYadhattha'agne deva panibhirguhYamanah | (2.17)
santvamagne siir Yasya varcasagathah samrsinam stutena | (3.19)

pra tadvisnu stavate virYena mrgo na bhimah kucaro giristhah | (5.20)
harYordhana stha sahasoma'indraya 8.11

ry is not preceded by a vowel:
sajlirdevena savitra saju ratryendravatya | (3.10)
tryambakamYajamahe sugandhimpustivardhanam | (3.60)

4. The conjunction of ha and ya (hy) becomes hY / hY'Y with doubling

tantipa'agnesi tanvamme pahYayurda'agnesyayurme dehi varcoda'agnesi varco me dehi |
(3.17)

ida'ehYadita ehi kamya'eta | (3.27) (ide | ihi | adite)

YamparidhimparYadhattha'agne deva panibhirguh Yamanah | (2.17)

sivo bhiitva mahYamagne'atho sida $ivastvam | (12.17)

adha hYagne kratorbhadrasya daksasya sadhoh | (15.45)

5. yr becomes Yr
samudrosi visvavyaca'ajosyekapadahirasi budhnyo

vagasyaindramasi sadosYrtasya dvarau ma ma santaptamadhvanamadhvapate pra ma tira svasti
mesminpathi devayane bhiiyanmitrasya ma 5.33



prathama dvitlyairdvitlyastrtiyaistrtiyah satyena satyamY Yajfiena Yajfio YajurbhirYajumsi
samabhih samanYrgbhirrcah puronuvakyabhih puronuvakya YajyabhirYajya
vasatkarairvasatkara'ahutibhirahutayo me kamantsamardhayantu bhiih svaha 20.12

sadyo jato vyamimita Yajfiamagnirdevanamabhavatpurogah |
asya hotuh pradi§Yrtasya vaci svahakrtam haviradantu devah 29.36

bibhatsdyai paulkasamvvarnaya hiranyakarantulayai vanijampa$cadosaya glavinamvvi$vebhyo
bhiitebhyah sidhmalambhiityai jagaranamabhiityai svapanamartyai
janavadinamvYrddhya'apagalbham sams$araya pracchidam 30.17

6. Conjunction of ya and ya (yy) becomes YY

agne vratapastve vratapa Ya tava taniirmaY Yabhiidesa sa tvayi Yo mama
taniistvaY Yabhiidiyam sa mayi | (5.40)

apyaY Yamanah 8.57; raYYai 9.22, 14.22; nicaYYa 11.1, 11; raYYa 12.7, 10, 41 hrdaY Yaya
16.44; dhaY Yartpam 19.24; sravaY Yam 19.64; nrpa¥Y Yam 20.81; pauruseY Yah 21.43-45;
santaY Yamane 39.5

7. ya at the beginning of a word and preceded by a nasalized ya (my) becomes Ya (mYY)

dhiirasi dhiirva dhiirvantandhiirva tamY Yosmandhiirvati tandhiirva yamvvayandhtirvamah |
devanamasi vahnitamam sasnitamampapritamafijustatamandevahiitamam 1.8

pavitre stho vaisnavyau saviturvah prasava'utpunamyacchidrena pavitrena siirYasya rasmibhih
| devirapo'agreguvo'agrepuvogra'imamadya Yajfiannayatagre Yajfiapatim
sudhatumY Yajfiapatindevayuvam 1.12

janayatyai tva samY Yaumidamagneridamagnisomayorise tva gharmosi vi§vayururupratha
'uruprathasvoru te Yajfiapatih prathatamagniste tvacamma himsiddevastva savita Srapayatu
varsisthedhi nake 1.22

tryambakamY Yajamahe sugandhimpustivardhanam | (3.60)
ihehaisankrnuhi bhojanani Ye barhiso nama'uktimY Yajanti | (10.32)

8. ya at the beginning of a word preceded by sa and na becomes Ya / ya

According to rule 1:

sa Yanta Sasvatirisah svaha 6.29

sa Yajiia dhuksva mahi me prajayam rayasposamvvi$vamayurasiya svaha 8.62
sa Yaksadasya mahimanamagneh saTmmandra suprayasah | (27.15)

Exceptions to rule 1:
sa yojate'arusa vi§vabhojasa sa dudravatsvahutah 15.33

sa'isuhastaih sa nisangibhirvasi samsrasta sa yudha'indro ganena | (17.35)

According to rule 1:



$rota gravano viduso na Yajiiam $rnotu devah savita havamme svaha 6.26
mano na Yesu havanesu tigmamvvipah $acya vanutho dravanta | (7.17)
te'asya Yosane divye na Yona'usasanakta | (27.17)

Exceptions to rule 1:

prothada$vo na yavasevisyanyada mahah samvvaranadvyasthat | (15.62)
tiirvanna yamannetasasya nii rana'a yo ghrne na tatrsano'ajarah 17.10

na yatparo nantara'adadharsadvrsanvasi | (20.82)

Pronunciation of Ya (¥) as ja

The Pratijiia-Siitra and several Siksas of the Madhyandina Sakha teach the pronunciation of ya
as ja when

(1) ya is in the beginning of a word, not in conjunction, and not preceded by an upasarga
(2) ya in the beginning, end, or middle of a word is connected with r, ra and ha.
(3) ya is doubled

The rules are the same as given above to find out when in the Sambhita the letter Ya (¥) is

written. That means whenever in the Sambhita the letter Ya () is written it should be
pronounced as ja according to the following texts:

Laghumadhyandiniya Siksa

padadau vidyamanasya hy asamyuktasya yasya ca 2

adeso hi jakarah syad yuktah samharanena tu |

yajiiena yajiiam vailaksyam mayire pratyudahrtih 3
tasmadyajjiattsarvvahutah samasmmadyat tathaiva ca | (4.1)

Ya which is in the beginning of a word and not in conjunction is replaced by ja.
yajiiena yajiiam is an example. Counterexamples are mayiire, tasmadyajjidttsarvvahutah and
samasmmadyat.

rephenatha hakarena yuktasya sarvatha bhavet 4
stiryo bahyan tu vai laksyarm Sasppyaya pratyudahrtih | (5.1)

In the conjunction with ra and ha the letter ya is always replaced by ja. Examples are suryah (sirjah)
and bahyam (bdahjam). A counterexample is Sasppyaya.

yakararkarayuktasya jakarah sarvatha bhavet 5
saharayya tatha vyrddhya copasargaparasya na |
upayajiammanusanam api yantity udahrtih 6

Ya in conjunction with r is always replaced by ja. An example is vyrddhya (vjirddhya) . Also ya in
conjunction with ya as in saha rayya (rajja). Ya is not replaced by ja when ya is placed after an

upasarga. Examples are upayajniammanusanam and api yanti.

Katyayani Siksa



padadau ca padadau ca sammyogavagrahesu ca
j'ah $abda iti vijiieyo yo'nyah sa ya iti smrtah 1

In the beginning of a pada, in the beginning of a word, in conjunction [with ya, ra and ha] and in the
beginning of the second part of a compound the [guru] Ya () should be known as ja; in other positions
the [laghu] ya (%) is found.

yuktena manasa tadvat tattva yami tathaparam
antkasena bahyarh ca turiyamanuya pade 2

yakarastu jakarah syat padadau yadi dr§yate
na na masanasabdebhyo upasargaparastatha 5

If the letter ya is seen at the beginning of a word it should become the letter ja, optionally after the
words ma, sa and na but not after an upasarga.

antara tiipayajiiarh syat adyam caiva vibhavayet (6.1)

When the ya in upayajiiam is in the interior of a pada it does not become
ja; but at the beginning of a pada it becomes ja.

Pratijia-Sutra

athantahsthanam adyasya padadisthasyanyahalasamyuktasya samyuktasyapi
rephosmantyabhyam rkarena cavisesenadimadhyavasanesiiccarane jakaroccaranam ||2.1]| (9)

dvirbhave 'py evam |2.2|| (10)

Commentary of Ramasarman:
dvayor yakarayoh samyoge jakaranam syat. nrpayyam, dhayyariipam ; tay yajiiam 31.9

Note: Before y the final m of tam becomes a nasalized y (tay yajiam => tay jajiiam)
tamYYajiambarhisi prauksanpurusaijatamagratah | (31.9)

Commentary:
jarayyv asi 10.8, atra ,,svarat samyogadir" iti (Vs. P. 4. 97) dvitvam.

Note: yarayvasi (10.8) after doubling becomes yaraYYvasi

Kesavi Siksa
athatah kesavisiksamm vyakhyasyamah padadau piirvvahalvyordvirvyoccarau

sampiirvvayoschandasi 1

Now we will explain the Kesavi Siksa:
In the beginning of a word which is not preceded by a consonant va and ya are spoken twice in
the Veda, also when va and ya are preceded by sam.



In the commentary Kesava mentions two examples for ya preceded by sam: “‘janayatyai tva
samyyaumi” (1.22) and samyyajjiiapatih (6.10).

padantamadhyarharephayugyasya yasca 2
Kesavipadyatmika Siksa

adyantasthasya joccarah padadau pathitasya ca
upasargaparo yastu yasya chandasi nesyate 7

In the beginning of a word the first semi-vowel (ya) is pronounced as ja .But not in the Veda when
placed after an upasarga.

padasyadyantamadhye syadrrahaih samyyutasya ca
dvirbhave‘pyevameva syaditi katyayanasrutih 8

In the beginning, end, or middle of a word ya is pronounced as ja when it is connected with r, ra and ha.
Ya should also be pronounced as ja when it is doubled according to the teaching of Katyayana.

Laghvamoghanandini Siksa

padadau ca padadau ca samyyogavagrahesu ca
jah $abda iti vijiieyo yo'ntyah sa ya iti smrtah 1
yuktena manasa tadvattatvayami tathaparam
aniikasena bahyarm ca turtyamanuya pade 2
padadavapyavicchede samyyogante ca tisthatam
varjjayitva rahau yanamisatsprstatvamisyate 3
viddyadt syamitramsca rocanasya yatha bhavet
tatha paryayya siiryasca muhyantvanye samiithyavat 4
upasargaparo yastu padadirapi drSyate

1satprsto yatha vidyatpadacchedatparo bhavet 5
vibhasaya yakarasca nityamamredite'pi ca

yatra yatreti ma yajiiar tatha yeti padadapi 6
athata'uttaro yah syattatha neti padatparah
bhavantyete'pi piirvatra tatha ca sa padadapi 7
atha vayamadityadavathoye'sya drsyate

na yatparo yatha ca syatsa pade tadudahrtah 8

Varnaratnapradipika Siksa

padadau ca padadau ca samyyogavagrahesu ca
jah $abda iti vijieyo yo'nyah sa ya iti smrtah 204
yuktena manasa yadvat tattva yami tathaparam
antkasena bahyafica yoge yoge nidar§anam 205
upasargaparo yah sa padadirapi drsyate

Tsatsprsto yatha viyat padacchede paro bhavet 206



Yajinavalkyasiksa

padadau ca padadau ca samyyogavagrahesu ca

jah $abda iti vijiieyo yo'nyah sa ya iti smrtah 150
upasargaparo yah sa padadirapi drSyate

Tsatsprsto yatha viyat padacchedat param bhavet 151
vibhasaya yakarah syattatha neti padatparah
bhavatityapi piirvaiva tatha ca sapadadapi 153
yavarnastrividhah prokto gururlaghurlaghiittarah
adau gururlaghurmadhye padante ca laghtitarah 156

sandhijau tu padanttyavupasargaparau laghti
atha ma sa na $abdebhyo vibhasamredite yavau 157

As the result of sandhi ya and va at the end of a word and after an upasarga are laghu.
After the words atha, ma, sa and na they are optionally laghu and at the beginning of a repeated word.

Note:

prthivi + asi => prthivyasi (1.2); vi + oman => vyoman (13.42)

Yunakta stra vi yuga tanudhvarnkrte Yonau vapateha bijam | (12.68)

sa yojate'arusd visvabhojasd sa dudravatsvahutah 15.33

sa Yanta sasvatirisah svaha 6.29

na yatparo nantara'adadharsadvrsanvasi | (20.82)

Srota gravano viduso na Yajiam sypotu devah savita havamme svaha 6.26
rathe tisthannayati vajinah puro Yatrayatra kamayate susarathih | (29.43)

paiicamaduttare yo vo yadi n!aikapade bhavet
sarhhitayam laghu so'pi padakale gururbhavet 158

If ya and va are placed after a nasal of the stop consonants which is not in the same word as ya and va
they will be laghu in the Samhita but guru in the Padapatha.

revati ramadhvamasminyonavasmingosthesmimllokesminksaye | (3.21)
asmin | Yonau | (Padapatha)

Appendix
Notes

1. In the Madhyandina Sarmhita the anusvara m before stop consonants and semivowels (y, 1, v)
is not seen because before stop consonants final m is replaced by the corresponding nasal.
Before the semivowels (y, 1, v) m is replaced by the nasalized semivowel.

m + (k, kh, g, gh) => n+ (k kh, g, gh)
m+(c, ch, j,jh) => @+ (c,ch,],jh)

m + (t, th, d, dh, n) => n+(t, th, d, dh, n)
m + (p, ph, b, bh, m) =>m + (p, ph, b, bh, m)



m +y =>myy
m+1 =>mll
m+ v =>mvv

Svarastaka Siksa

mo'nunasikayavalanyavalesu | sam | yaumi | samyyaumi | tam vvah'| tamvvah | tam lokam |
tamllokam 6.11

mah arh karam $asasaharephesu | sarh §ivam | havimsya | sarh $isadhi | samsah | apamretamsi
6.12

In the Kanva Samhita m before stop consonants and semivowels (y, 1, v) is replaced by m.

Examples:

agne vratapate vratarm carisyami tacchakeyam tanme radhyatam | (KS 1.3.1)
agne vratapate vrataficarisyami tacchakeyantanme radhyatam | (MS 1.5)
tryambakarm yajamahe sugandhim pustivardhanam | (KS 3.8.4)
tryambakamY Yajamahe sugandhimpustivardhanam (MS 3.60)

ksemaya vah $antyai prapadye | Sivam sagmam samyoh sammyoh KS 3.47
ksemaya vah $antyai prapadye $ivam $agmam $amY Yoh $amY Yoh MS 3.43

Qﬁﬂﬁm Jl: MP 3.34 (without accents); $aYm YoritiSam Yoh MP 3.34

tarh lokam punyar prajiiesam yatra devah sahagnina KS 22.2.2
tamllokampunyamprajfiesamY Yatra devah sahagnina MS 20.25

2. The anusvara before r, §, s and h is shown in the transliteration as m and is pronounced as
gum. Examples:

indrasya tva bhagam somenatanacmi visno havyam raksa MS 1.4
stoma'atma chandamsyangani Yajimsi nama | (MS 12.4)
pavako'asmabhyam $ivo bhava MS 17.5

3. Doubling of ya

Vajasaneyi-pratisakhya

svarat samyogadir dvir ucyate sarvatra 4.99

param tu rephahakarabhyam 4.100
Madhyandiniya Siksa

svarad dvitvam avapnoti vyafijanarh vyafijane pare

harau na yady acah ptirvau nimittarh vyafijanasya ca 2

After a vowel a consonant placed before a consonant is doubled.
h and r preceded by a vowel are not doubled but the following consonant.

Examples:



hYagne (15.45) =>hY Yagne

guhYamanah (2.17) => guhY Yamanah
bahvirYajamanasya (1.1) => bahvvirY Yajamanasya
siirYasya (3.19) => siirY Yasya

Pronunciation of the guru letter ¥ (Ya) by Pandits

1. JaITeAT: J[EIUSIAE MfedT - Shukla Yajurveda Sanhita Adhyay 3 by Mahendra Sharma

¥ (Ya) at the beginning of a word and Y in rY'Y and hY'Y is pronounced as ja.

In “brhacchoca Yavisthya MS 3.3” Yavisthya is pronounced as javisthya.

harYYata (MS 3.4) is pronounced as harjjata. In “ida'ehYadita'ehi MS 3.27” ehY Yadita is
pronounced as ehjjadita.

In “kaksivantamY Ya'a usijah MS 3.28” tamY Ya is pronounced as tafija.

In “ksemaya vah $antyai prapadye $§ivam $agmam $amY Yoh samY Yoh MS 3.43” §amY Yoh is
pronounced as $afijoho.

SarvTeart [gdiaIedrd: || Rudrashtadhyayi dwitiya adhyay by Mahendra Sharma

Y (Ya) is pronounced as ja.
In “purusa evedam sarvamY YadbhiitamY Yacca bhavyam (MS 31.2)”

“sarvamY YadbhiitamY Yacca” is pronounced as sarvafijadbhiitafijacca.

2. Y[ golde Hreife- WRar Sfedr UhERNeam: 31 | 3141 3¢ (U3 Yod) ol TR U8

Om Kamyog

Ya is only pronounced as jainrYY.
In “candrama manaso jatascaksoh strY Yo'ajayata (MS 31.12)” siirY Yo is pronounced as siirjjo.

3. Purusa-Sukta-Madhyandina (Text and Audio)

Ya is only pronounced as jainrYY.
In “candrama manaso jatascaksoh strY Yo'ajayata (MS 31.12)” siirY Yo is pronounced as siirjjo.

Statistics

In the Samhita without doubling are:

1239 guru Y at the beginning of a word not preceded by mY
418 rY
77 hY
4 Yr


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXbI84BdeJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpRdWCM2E6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjTfi_TVXt0
http://detlef108.blogspot.de/2017/08/purusha-sukta-madhyandina.html

In the Samhita with doubling are:

1239 guru 'Y at the beginning of a word not preceded by mY
418 1YY
77 hYY

Transliteration

aa3iTBuiarflea oo3aummh'(S)]

kkhgghncchjjhn tthddhn tthddhn pphbbhm
yrlvséssh [(®)lh(%)
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https://www.academia.edu/128397574/Shukla_Yajurveda_K%C4%81nva_Samhit%C4%81

Laghumadhyandiniya Siksa with Translation

Other Siksas / Vedalaksana texts:
http://vedicreserve.miu.edu/shiksha/shiksha_vedicreserve.html
https://sites.google.com/view/vedalakshana

Abbreviations

KS Kanva Samhita

MS Madhyandina Sarhhita
RV Rgveda Sarhhita

RVP Rgveda Padapatha

Last update by Detlef Eichler : 15 July 2025

11


https://www.academia.edu/43975603/Laghum%C4%81dhyandin%C4%ABy%C4%81_%C5%9Aik%E1%B9%A3%C4%81_with_Translation
http://vedicreserve.miu.edu/shiksha/shiksha_vedicreserve.html
https://sites.google.com/view/vedalakshana
http://www.detlef108.de/detlefeichler.html
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