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Svarāṣṭaka Śikṣā with Commentary 
 

Introduction 
 

Svarāṣṭaka Śikṣā belongs to the Mādhyandina branch of Śukla Yajurveda. Its main sections are 

Acsandhi (vowel sandhi), Svaraprakaraṇa (section on accents), Hastaprakṣepalakṣaṇa 

(knowledge of moving the hand to indicate the accents), Halsandhi (consonant sandhi) and 

Visargasandhi. At the end the Pratyahāra Sūtras of Pāṇini are shown. 

Text with Commentary 
 

śrī hariḥ | om sāmba 

 

(1) Vowels 
a'i'u'ṛ'ḷ'e'ai'o'au' iti svarāḥ 1 

 

(2) Acsandhi (Vowel Sandhi) 
 

padāntapadādyoḥ sandhiḥ padāntapadādyor!yye'ekaḥ prāṇayogaḥ sa 

sandhisañjñaḥ syāt | 

na parakālaḥ pūrvakāle | punaḥ pūrvakālasandhiḥ vidhāne parakālasandhiṁ na 

prāpnoti | ekam 1 

 
padāntapadādyoḥ sandhiḥ VP 3.3 

Sandhi takes place between the final letter of a word and the initial letter of the following word. 

 

na parakālaḥ pūrvakāle punaḥ VP 3.4 

 

a'āmapare || tava ayam | tavāyam 2 

 
(a, ā) + (a, ā) => ā 

siṁ savarṇe dīrgham VP 4.50 

akaḥ savarṇe dīrghaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.101 

 

tavāyam (MS 26.33) (tava | ayam) 

upa tvāgne (MS 3.4) (upa | tvā | agne) 

 

ekāramivarṇe | tava idam | tavedam 3 

 
(a, ā) + (i, ī) => e 

kaṇṭyādivarṇa ekāram VP 4.52 
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ād guṇaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.87 

 

nāmnehi (MS 5.9) (nāmnā | ā | ihi) 

 

okāramuvarṇe tava'urustavoruḥ 4 

 
(a, ā) + (u, ū) => o 

uvarṇa okāram VP 4.53 

ād guṇaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.87 

 

prathasvoru (MS 1.22) (prathasva | uru) 

 

ā'amṛkāre || svāhā'ṛṣabham || svāha'ṛṣabham 5 

 
ā + ṛ => a ṛ 
kaṇṭhya ṛkāre hrasvam VP 4.48 

 

svāha'ṛṣabhamindrāya (MS 21.40) (svāhā | ṛṣabham | indrāya) 

 

aikārame aiparatve | tava'etat || tavaitat || tava'aiśvaryaṁ || tavaiśvaryyam 6 

 
(a, ā) + (e, ai) => ai 

saṁdhyakṣara aikāraukārau VP 4.56 

vṛddhir eci [āt, ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.88 

 

praitu (MS 11.46) (pra | etu) 

 

aukāramo' auparatve || tava'ojaḥ | tavaujaḥ || pra'aukṣan | praukṣan 7 

 
(a, ā) + (o, au) => au 

saṁdhyakṣara aikāraukārau VP 4.56 

vṛddhir eci [āt, ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.88 

 

tvaujasā (MS 13.14) (tvā | ojasā) 

praukṣan (MS 31.9) (pra | aukṣan) 

 

iryyaṁ svare || vvājī'arvan ||vvājjyarvan || vi' ūrṇu!ṣe || vyūrṇu!ṣe || asi'ṛtasya || 

asyṛtasya 8 

 
(i, ī) + vowel => y + vowel (see exception 9) 

svare bhāvyantaḥsthām VP 45 

iko yaṇ aci P 6.1.77 

 

savitarvyūrṇuṣenūcīnā (MS 33.54) (savitaḥ | vi | ūrṇuṣe | anūcīnā) 

sadosyṛtasya (MS 5.33) (sadaḥ | asi | ṛtasya) 

 

irī!mivarṇe || vi'ita || vvīta 9 
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(i, ī) + (i, ī) => ī 

siṁ savarṇe dīrgham VP 50 

akaḥ savarṇe dīrghaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.101 

 

ghṛtavatīha (MS 14.4) (ghṛtavatītighṛta vatī | iha) 

 

urvvaṁ svare || nu'indra | nvindra 10 

 
(u, ū) + vowel => v + vowel (see exception 11) 

svare bhāvyantaḥsthām VP 45 

iko yaṇ aci P 6.1.77 

 

nvindra te harī (MS 3.51) (nu | indra | te | harī) 

 

urū!muvarṇe || anu'ut || anūt  11  
 

(u, ū) + (u, ū) => ū 

siṁ savarṇe dīrgham VP 50 

akaḥ savarṇe dīrghaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.101 

 

camaseṣūnnītaḥ (MS 8.58) (camaseṣu | unnīta'ityut nītaḥ) 

ṛkāro rephaṁ svare || dhātṛ aṁśaḥ || dhātraṁśaḥ 12 

 
ṛ + vowel => r + vowel 

svare bhāvyantaḥsthām VP 45 

iko yaṇ aci P 6.1.77 

 

ṛvarṇa'ṝ!kāramṛvarṇe || hotṛ'ṛkāraḥ | hotṝ!kāraḥ 13 

 
(ṛ, ṝ) + (ṛ, ṝ) => ṝ 

siṁ savarṇe dīrgham VP 50 

akaḥ savarṇe dīrghaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.101 

 

ekāro'yaṁ svare || agne'āyāhi || agna'āyā hi 14 

 
e + vowel => ay + vowel => a + vowel 

sandhyakṣaramayavāyāvam VP 4.46 [svare] 
yavayoḥ padāntayoḥ svaramadhye lopaḥ VP 4.125 

eco 'y-av-āy-āvaḥ [aci] P 6.1.78 

 

agna'āyāhi (MS 11.46) (agne | ā | yāhi) 

 

okāro'vaṁ svare || viṣṇo'ete || viṣṇavete 15 

 
o + vowel => av + vowel (see exception 20) 
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sandhyakṣaramayavāyāvam VP 4.46 [svare] 

eco 'y-av-āy-āvaḥ [aci] P 6.1.78 

 

viṣṇavete (5.16) (viṣṇo | ete) 

 

airāy!aṁ svare || bhumyai'ākhū!n || bhūmyā'ākhū!n 16 

 
ai + vowel => āy + vowel => ā + vowel 

sandhyakṣaramayavāyāvam VP 4.46 [svare] 
yavayoḥ padāntayoḥ svaramadhye lopaḥ VP 4.125 

eco 'y-av-āy-āvaḥ [aci] P 6.1.78 

bhūmyā'ākhūn (MS 24.26) (bhūmyai | ākhūn) 

 

aurāvaṁ svare || ubhau'indrau || ubhāvindrau 17 
 

au + vowel  => āv + vowel (see exception 20) 

sandhyakṣaramayavāyāvam VP 4.46 [svare] 

eco 'y-av-āy-āvaḥ [aci] P 6.1.78 

 

ubhāvindrā'udithaḥ (MS 10.16) (ubhau | indrau | ut | ithaḥ) 

 

oparākāro lopam || adabdhāyo'aśītama! || adabdhāyo'śītama! 18 
 

o + a => o 

edodbhyāṁ pūrvamakāraḥ VP 4.60 

eṅaḥ padāntād ati [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ, pūrvaḥ] P 6.1.109 

 

agnedabdhāyośītama (MS 2.20) (agne | adabdhāyo'ityadabdha āyo | aśītama) 

 

tatrādyalakṣaṇam || eparākāro lopam || te'avantu || tevantu 19 
 

e + a => e 

edodbhyāṁ pūrvamakāraḥ VP 4.60 

eṅaḥ padāntād ati [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ, pūrvaḥ] P 6.1.109 

 

tevantvasmān (MS 19.57) (te | avantu | asmān) 

 

vo lopamu'oauṣu | ubhau'u || ubhā'u || u'o'auṣviti kim | palakyāvahorātre 20 2 

 
av +  (u, ū, o, au) =>  a +  (u, ū, o, au)  (Exception to 15) 

āv + (u, ū, o, au)  =>  ā +  (u, ū, o, au)  (Exception to 17) 

yavayoḥ padāntayoḥ svaramadhye lopaḥ VP 4.125 

na vakārasyāsasthāna ekeṣām VP 4.126 

 

viṣṇa'uta (MS 5.19) (viṣṇo'itiviṣṇo | uta) 

surabhā'u loke (MS 12.35) (surabhau | ūm̐'ityūm̐ | loke) 

 

ityanantakṛtācsandhiḥ 
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(3) Svaraprakaraṇam (Section on accents) 
 

atha svaraprakaraṇam udāttānudāttasvaritapracayāḥ svarāḥ 1 

Now (begins) the chaper of accents (svara). Udātta, anudātta, svarita and pracaya are the 

accents. 

atāmra udāttaḥ 2 

The udātta is not marked with red color. 
 

Note: In the manuscripts the accents are shown in red color. 

yathā | śam | pra | nu | dvitīyasya | yathā | adho rakto'nudāttaḥ || rudra'īḍe 3 

Examples for udātta: 

śam (MS 4.1); pra (MS 2.13); nu (MS 3.34) 

Examples for the second accent (anudātta) which is shown below the letter in red color: 

ru̱draḥ (MVP 4.20); īḍ̱e̱ (MVP 13.43)  

 

tṛtīyasya ca yathā | upari raktastiryagrakto vā svaritaḥ | svaḥ | svaḥ | svaḥ 4 
 

Examples for the third accent (svarita) wich is shown in red color above or below: 

1) sva̍ḥ (स्व॑ ) | sva̍ḥ (स्व ᳖ ) | sva̍ḥ (स्व ᳕ ) 
 

nyubja parā'atāmrā'udāttāḥ | svāhā | svarṇārkaḥ 5 

 

2) svāhā̍ | sva̍ḥ | na | a̱rkaḥ => svāhā̱  sva̍rṇārkaḥ (स्व᳕र्णार्ा ) (MS 18.50) 

Note: anudātta - nyubja svarita - udātta 

 

caturtthasya ca yathā | svaritaparā'atāmrāḥ pracayāḥ | tryambakam̐yyajāmahe 6 
 

Example for the fourth accent (pracaya) which is not marked with red color and follows a 

svarita: trya̍mbakam̐ yajāmahe (MS 3.60) 

 

svaritaḥ pañcadhā || jātyābhinihitakṣaiprapraśliṣṭabhedāt |  

ekapade nīcapūrvve'pūrvvo vā yavānyatara yukto jātyaḥ | dhānyam | svaḥ 7 
 

Svarita is fivefold.  According to the division into jātya, abhinihita, kṣaipra and praśliṣṭa 

svaritas: 

In a single word jātya svarita is connected with y or v which is preceded by anudātta or not 

preceded by anything. 
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Examples for the jātya svarita: 

dhā̱nya̍m (धणा॒न्य ᳖म्) (MVP 1.20); sva̍ḥ (स्व॑ ) (MVP 18.50)  
 

Note: ekapade nīcapūrvaḥ sayavo jātyaḥ (VP 1.111) 
 

udāttādeśeraco'bhinihitasvarito bhavatyakāralope sati | te'avantu | tevantu | vedaḥ 

asi | vedo'si 8 
 

If after udātta “e” or “o” the anudātta “a” is dropped the accent of ”e” or “o” becomes the 

abhinihita svarita. 

 

Examples for the abhinihita  svarita: 

te | a̱va̱ntu̱ => tev̍antu (MVK 19.57); ve̱daḥ | a̱si ̱=> ve̱do̍si (वोा॒दणो᳖सि) (MS 2.21) 

 

Note: edodbhyāmakāro lugabhinihitaḥ (VP 1.114) 
 

udātta'i'usthāne yavayoḥ paro'nudāttaḥ kṣaipraḥ | yuyoddhyasmat | nu'indra | 

nvindra 9 
 

If udātta “i” or udātta “u” which is followed by an anudātta is replaced by “y” or “v” the 

anudātta becomes the kṣaipra svarita. 

 

Examples for the kṣaipra svarita: 

yu̱yo̱dhi | a̱smat  =>  yu̱yo̱dhya̍smat (MS 5.36) 

nu | iṉdra̱ => nvin̍dra (MS 3.51) 

 

Note: yuvarṇau yavau kṣaipraḥ (VP 1.115) 

 

udāttānudāttayorhrasvayoḥ sthāne'ikāraḥ praśliṣṭaḥ || 

vi'ita | vvīta 10 

 
In the combination of a short udātta “i” and a short anudātta “i” the praśliṣṭa svarita is 

created. 

 

Example for the praśliṣṭa svarita: 

vi | iṯa̱ => vīt̍a (MS 12.45) 

 

Note: ivarṇa ubhayatohrasvaḥ praśliṣṭaḥ (VP 1.116) 

 

anudāttapūrvajātyādayaścatvāraḥ pitṛdānavaddhastam || vāyavyaiḥ' || bhuvaḥ svaḥ 

|| te 'vantu || vedo'si || abhyabhi || yojānvindra || divīva 11 
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When the four independent svaritas jātya etc.(abhinihita, kṣaipra and praśliṣṭa) are preceded 

by anudātta the hand has the same position as in the case of offering oblation to the ancestors. 

Note: (a - s )with the exception of (a - s - u)  (svarita is marked with the konna symbol  ᳖) 
 
Examples: 

vā̱ya̱vyaiḥ̍ (MS 19.27)  

bhuva̱ḥ sva̍ḥ (स्व᳖ ) (MS 3.37) 

bru̱va̱ntu̱ | te | a̱va̱ntu̱ => bru̱va̱ntu̱ tev̍antu (तो᳖वन्तु) (MS 19.57) 

ve̱do̍si (वोा॒दणो᳖सि) (MS 2.21) 

a̱bhya̍bhi (here the sequence is a - s - u; svarita is not marked with the konna symbol; see next 

sūtra 12)  

* a̱bhya̍bhūt (अा॒भ्य ᳖भूत्) (MS 28.21) 

yojā̱ nvin̍dra (न्न्व᳖न्र) (MS 3.51) 
div̱īv̍a (ददा॒वी᳖व) (MS 6.5)   

 

anudāttapūrvajātyādayaścatvāro manuṣyadānavadudātte || 

bhūrbhuvaḥ' svardyauḥ' | sadanyamiti || rudrebhyo yentarikṣe || staposyūrṇam | 

yuyoddhyasmat || apsvantaḥ | divīveti 12 
 

When the four independent svaritas jātya etc.(abhinihita, kṣaipra and praśliṣṭa) are preceded 

by anudātta and followed by udātta the hand should be in the same position as in the case of 

making an offering to human beings. 

Note: (a - s - u) (svarita is marked with the nyubja symbol   ᳕) 
 

Examples: 

bhūrbhuva̱ḥ sva̍rdyauriv̍a (भूभभावा॒  स्व᳕र्दणयार ॑व) (MS 3.5) 

sa̱da̱nya̍miti̍ (िा॒दा॒न्य ᳕ममतत)॑ (MVP 34.21) 
ru̱drebhyo̱ yen̍tarik̍ṣe (रा॒रोभ्यणोा॒ यो ᳕न्तर ॑क्षो) (MS 16.65) 

stu̱po̍syūrṇa̍m (स्तु ा॒पणो᳕स्यूर्ा॑म्) (MS 2.2) 

yu̱yo̱dhya̍smat (यभ ा॒यणोा॒ध्य ᳕स्मत्) (MS 5.36) 

a̱psva̍ntaḥ (अा॒प्सस्व᳕न्त ) (MS 8.25) 

div̱īv̍eti̍ (MVP 6.5) 
 

anudātta'udāttasvaritayoḥ | yebhi || svarṇa ye'bhi || 

so'ham || o!rvantarikṣam | vvīdam | svastabhitaṁ stabhitaṁ svaḥ svastabhitam 13 
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Independent svarita [not preceded by anudātta] becomes anudātta before udātta or svarita. 

 

Examples: 

ye + a̱bhi => ye̱bhi  

a̱bhi + ye + ye + a̱bhi + a̱bhi + ye => a̱bhi ye ye̱bhya̍bhi ye (Jaṭā of MS 33.28)  

sva̍ḥ | na  =>  sva̱rṇa (MS 18.50) 

saḥ | a̱ham => so̱ham (MS 18.35)   

ā | u̱ru | a̱ntarik̍ṣam => orva̱ntarik̍ṣam (MS 15.63) 

vi | iḏam => vīḏam; 

iḏam + vi + vi +idam + idam + vi => iḏaṁ vi vīḏamiḏaṁ vi (Jaṭā of MS 26.7) 

sva̍ḥ + sta̱bhiṯam + sta̱bhiṯam + sva̍ḥ + sva̍ḥ + sta̱bhiṯam =>  

sva̍stabhiṯaṁ sta̍bhitaṁ sva̱ḥ sva̍stabhitam (Jaṭā of MS 32.6)  
 

ananudāttapūrvajātyādayaścatvāraḥ karṇamūle' udāttasvaritaparatvā'bhāve || nyaṅ 

|| svaḥ | te'vantu | 

so'smi | tryambakam | nvindra || vvīta 14 
 

The four independent svaritas jātya etc. (abhinihita, kṣaipra and praśliṣṭa) not preceded by 

anudātta and not followed by udātta or svarita (should be indicated) at the root of the ear. 

 

Examples: 

nya̍ṅ (न्य॑ङ्) 
* nya̍ṅkūn (न्य॑ङ्कू न्) (MVP 24.27) 

sva̍ḥ (स्व॑ ) (MVP 18.50) 

tev̍antu (तो॑वन्तु) (MVK 19.57) 

so̍smi (िणो॑न्स्म) (MVK 2.28) 

trya̍mbakam (त्र्य॑म्बर्म्) (MS 3.60) 

vīt̍a (वी॑त) (MVK 12.45) 

 

udāttātparānudāttaṁ svaritam | iṣe ttvā 15 
 

After udātta an anudātta becomes svarita. 

 

Example: 

iṣ̱e tvā̍ (इा॒षो तवण॑) (MVK 1.1) 

 

nodāttasvaritaparattve | iṣe tvorjje | īśā vāsyam | 
 

Not before udātta or svarita. 
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Examples: 

iṣ̱e tvo̱rje (इा॒षो तवणोा॒र्ोा) (MS 1.1) 

īś̱ā vā̱sya̍m (ईा॒शण वणा॒स्य ᳖म्) (MS 40.1) 

 

svaritādanudāttānāṁ pracayaḥ | vvāyavastha 16 
 

After svarita anudāttas become pracaya. 

 

Example: 

vā̱yava̍ stha (वणा॒यव॑ स्थ) (MS 1.1) 

 

nodāttasvaritaparattve | vvāyavastha devaḥ | vvāsyamidam 17 
 

Not before udātta or svarita. 

 

Examples: 

vā̱yava̍ stha de̱vaḥ (वणा॒यव॑ स्थ दोा॒व ) (MS 1.1) 

vā̱sya̍miḏam (वणा॒स्य ᳖ममा॒दम्) (MS 40.1) 

 

udāttavānekī hyudāttaḥ | pra'arpayatu | prārppayatu 18 
 

Example: 

pra | a̱rpa̱ya̱tu̱ => prārpa̍yatu (MVK 1.1) 

 

udāttānnihitasvāraḥ svaritātpracayo bhavet udāttātsvaritātpūrvo nānya'āpadyate 

svaraḥ | iti svarāṅkuśaḥ 19 3 
 

After an udātta an anudātta becomes svarita; after svarita an anudātta becomes pracaya; the 

anudātta remains unchanged before udātta or svarita. (Svarāṅkuśa Śikṣā 2) 

(4) 
 

kucailinaṁ dantamalopadhāriṇambahvāśananniṣṭhurabhāṣiṇam 

sūryodaye cāstamaye ca śāyinañjahāti lakṣmīrapi cakradhāriṇam 1 4 

 
cāṇakya-nīti-darpaṇaḥ  

kucailinaṁ dantam alopa-dhāriṇaṁ  

bahv-āśinaṁ niṣṭhura-bhāṣiṇaṁ ca |  

sūryodaye cāstam ite śayānaṁ   

vimuñcati śrīr yadi cakrapāṇiḥ ||15.4||  
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 (5) Hastaprakṣepalakṣaṇa 
 

atha hastaprakṣepalakṣaṇam 

Now the knowledge of moving the hand (to indicate the accents). 

anudātto hṛdi jñeyo mūrdhnyudātta' udāhṛtaḥ | svaritaḥ karṇamūle syānnāsāgre 

pracayassmṛtaḥ 1 

iṣe tvā | vāyava stha |  
 

Anudātta is known to be in the heart. The udātta is mentioned as in the head. The svarita should 

be in the root of the ear. The pracaya is proclaimed to be at the tip of the nose. 

 

Examples: 

iṣ̱e tvā̍ (इा॒षो तवण॑) (MK 1.1) 

vā̱yava̍ stha (वणा॒यव॑ स्थ) (MS 1.1) 

 

udāttādanudātte tu vāmāyā bhruva'ārabhet | iṣe ttvorje |  
 

In the sequence udātta-anudātta one should begin at the left eye-brow. 

 

Example: 

i̱ṣe tvo̱rje (इा॒षो तवणोा॒र्ोा) (MS 1.1) 

 

Note: For the accents anudātta + udātta + anudātta  the positions of the hand are 

heart + left eye-brow + root of the ear. 
 

udāttātsvarite caiva kramāddakṣiṇato nyaset 2 

iṣe tvā 3 5 
 

In the sequence udātta + svarita one should indicate the udātta at the right eye-brow. 

 

Example: 

i̱ṣe tvā̍ (इा॒षो तवण॑) (MK 1.1) 

 

Note: For the accents anudātta + udātta + svarita the positions of the hand are: 

heart + right eye-brow + root of the ear. 

 

(6) Halsandhi (Consonant Sandhi) 
 

kaṭatapā gaḍadabānaśi | ūrk asi | ūrggasi | samrāṭ asi | samrāḍasi | uttvayam | 

udvayam | triṣṭup iti | triṣṭubiti 1 
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(k, ṭ, t, p) + aś (vowel and voiced consonant) => (g, ḍ, d, b) + aś 

sparśo'pañcamaḥ svaradhau tṛtīyam VP 4.118 

 

ūrgasyāṅgirasyūrṇamradā'ūrjammayi dhehi (MS 4.10) (ūrk | asi) 

samrāḍasi (MS 5.32) (samrāṭ | asi) 

udvayantamasaspari (ms 20.21) (ut | vayam | tamasaḥ | pari)  

gāyatrī triṣṭubjagatyanuṣṭuppaṅktyā saha | (MS 23.33) (gāyatrī | triṣṭup | jagatī | anuṣṭup | 

paṅktyā | saha) 

 

kaṭatapā ṅaṇanamāḥ pañcame | vvāk manaḥ | vvāṅmanaḥ | vvaṭmahān | 

vvaṇmahān | tat mitrasya | tanmitrasya | anuṣṭummātyā 2 

 
(k, ṭ, t, p) + (n, m) => (ṅ, ṇ, n, m)  + (n, m) 

pañcame pañcamam VP 4.121 

 

bhiṣaṅnāsatyā (MS 21.33) (bhiṣak | nāsatyā) 

jihvā me bhadram̐vvāṅmaho mano manyuḥ svarāḍbhāmaḥ | (MS 20.6) (vāk | mahaḥ) 

baṇmahā2m̐||'asi sūrya baḍāditya mahā2m̐||'asi | (MS 33.39) (baṭ | mahān) 

tannau (MS 4.34) (tat | nau) 

tanmitrasya (MS 33.38) (tat | mitrasya) 

 

tadanāścajañāḥ śacavargayoḥ | tat citram | taccitram | tat juṣasva | tajjuṣasva | 

ādityāñ!śmaśrubhiḥ [3] 

 
(t, d, n) + (ś, ca-varga) => (c, j, ñ) + (ś, ca-varga) 

takāravargaścakāravarge cakāravargam VP 4.94 

śakāre ca VP 4.95 

 

t + (ś, c, ch) => c + (ś, c, ch) 

 

icchukraḥ (MS 11.54) (it | śukraḥ) 

uṣastaccitramābharāsmabhyam̐vājinīvati | (MS 34.33) (uṣaḥ | tat | citram | ā | bhara | asmabhyam 

| vājinī-vati |) 

jagacchandasam (MS 8.47) (jagacchandasamitijagat chandasam) 

 

d + (j, jh)  => j  + (j, jh) 

 

sarvantadastu te ghṛtantajjuṣasva yaviṣṭhya (MS 11.73) (tat | juṣasva) 

 

n + (ś, ca-varga) => ñ + (ś, ca-varga) 

 

duvasvāñchundhyūrasi (MS 5.32) (duvasvān | śundhyūḥ | asi) 

ādityā(ñ)śmaśrubhiḥ (MS 25.1) (ādityān | śmaśrubhiḥ)  (MS reads ādityām̐śmaśrubhiḥ) 

hitamanvavindañchiśriyāṇam (15.28) (avindan | śiśriyāṇam) 

ayaṁ vājāñjayatu vājasātā ayam̐ śatrūñjayatu (MS 5.37) (vājān | jayatu) (śatrūn | jayatu) 

 

to lam̐lle | paricit | lokam | paricillokam 4 
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t +  l => ll 

takāro le lam VP 4.12 

 

paricillokam (MK 12.53/12.54) (paricit | lokam) 

 
paricillokam 1 ityekaṁ kramasandhānaṁ dvādaśādhyāye (Kramasandhāna12) 

cidasi tayā devatayāṅgirasvaddhruvā sīda  paricidasi tayā devatayāṅgirasvaddhruvā sīda  MS 

12.53 

lokampṛṇa cchidrampṛṇātho sīda dhruvā tvam  | (MS 12.54) 

 
āsīllokam (MS 14.31) (āsīt | lokam) 

 

[naḥ] anunāsiko lam̐lle | tān lokān | tām̐llokān 5 

 
n + l => m̐ll 

nuścānunāsikam VP 4.13 

 

tām̐llokāḥ (MS 5.26) (tān | lokāḥ) 

 

hrasvaparaṅnau dvirbhāvaṁ svare | dadhyaṅ ṛṣiḥ | dadhyaṅṅṛṣiḥ | aśman | ūrjam 6 

 
Short vowel (a, i, u, ṛ) + (ṅ, n) + vowel => Short vowel + (ṅṅ, nn) + vowel  

 

yuṅṅasi (MS 10.25) (yuṅ | asi) 

dadhyaṅṅṛṣiḥ (MS 11.33) ( dadhyaṅ | ṛṣiḥ) 

kruṅṅāṅgirasaḥ (MS 19.73) (kruṅ | āṅgirasaḥ) 

aśmannūrjamparvate (MS 17.1) (aśman | ūrjam) 

virapśinnudādāya (MS 1.28) (virapśinnitivi rapśin | udādāyetyut ādāya) 

 

naḥ śañcacchayoḥ pūrvaścānunāsikam | ahīn ca | ahīm̐śca 7 

 
n + (c, ch) => m̐ś(c, ch) 

cachayoḥ śam VP 3.135 

 

yāmairayam̐ścandramasi (1.28) (yām | airayan | candramasi) 

ahīm̐śca (16.5) (ahīn | ca) 

 

naḥ santathayoḥ pūrvaścānunāsikam | tān | tvam | tām̐stvam 8 

 
n + (t, th) => m̐s(t, th) 

tathayoḥ sam VP 3.136 

 

paśūm̐strāyethām̐ revati (MS 6.11) (paśūn | trāyethām) 

rājam̐stato varuṇa (MS 6.22) (rājan | tataḥ) 

stenānbhagavastām̐stvaṅkhāda (MS 11.78) (tān | tvam) 

 

maḥ parapañcamaṁ sparśe | vrataṅkṛṇu!ta | vratañcariṣyāmi | apāmphenena 9 
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m + sparśa => (ṅ, ñ, n, m) + sparśa (k..., c..., t..., p...) 

sparśe parapañcamam VP 4.11 

 

vrataṅkṛṇuta (MS 4.11) (vratam | kṛṇuta) 

vratañcariṣyāmi (MS 1.5) (vratam | cariṣyāmi) 

tacchakeyantanme (MS 1.5) (tat | śakeyam | tat | me) 

apāmphenena namuceḥ (MS 19.71) (apām | phenena) 

 

ṅn!au ktābhyāṁ sakāre | ṅn!au kāgamatāgamau prāpnutaḥ sakāre | prāṅsomaḥ | 

prāṅksomaḥ | trīn samudrān | trīntsamudrān 10 

 
ṅ + s = ṅks 

n + s = nts 

ṅnau ktābhyāṁ sakāre VP 4.14 

 

prāṅksomo'atidrutaḥ (MS 19.3) (prāṅ | somaḥ) 

trīntsamudrāntsam (MS 13.31) (trīn | samudrān | sam) 

 

mo'nunāsikayavalānyavaleṣu | sam | yaumi | sam̐yyaumi | tam vvaḥ | tam̐vvaḥ | 

tam lokam | tam̐llokam 11 

 
m + (y, v, l) => (m̐y, m̐v, m̐l) + (y, v, l) 

antaḥsthāmantaḥsthāsvanunāsikāṁ parasasthānām VP 4.9 

 

sam̐yyaumīdam (MS 1.22) (sam | yaumi | idam) 

tam̐vvo dasmamṛtīṣaham̐vvasormandānamandhasaḥ | (MS 26.11)  

(tam | vaḥ | dasmam | ṛtisahamityṛti samam | vasoḥ | mandānam | andhasaḥ ) 

tam̐llokam (MS 20.25) (tam | lokam) 

 

maḥ aṁkāraṁ śaṣasaharepheṣu | saṁ śivam | havīṁṣyā | saṁ śiśādhi | saṁsaḥ | 

apāṁretāṁsi 12 

 
m + (ś, ṣ, s, h, r) => aṁ (gum anusvāra) + (ś, ṣ, s, h, r) 

 

anusvāraṁ roṣmasu makāraḥ VP 4.1 

mo'nusvāraḥ [hali] P 8.3.23 

 

saṁ śivena (MS 2.24) (sam | śivena) 

saṁśitañcitsantarāṁ saṁ śiśādhi (MS 27.8) (saṁśitamitisam śitam | cit | santarāmitisam tarām | 

sam | śiśādhi) 

puroḍāśairhavīṁṣyā (MS 19.20) (havīṁṣi | ā) 

bhāgaṁ somenātanacmi (MS 1.4) (bhāgaṁ | somena | ā | tanacmi) 

śataṁ himāḥ (MS 2.27) (śatam | himāḥ) 

apāṁ retāṁsi jinvati  (MS 3.12) (apām | retāṁsi | jinvati) 

 

jhayaḥ paraḥ śaścham! | tat | śukram | tacchukram 13 
 

cś => cch 
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paraścāsparśaparaśchamVP 4.96 

śaścho'ṭi [jhayaḥ] P 8.4.63 

 

icchukraḥ (MS 11.54) (it | śukraḥ) 

 
[ñś => ñch] 

paraścāsparśaparaśchamVP 4.96 

 

duvasvāñchundhyūrasi (MS 5.32) (duvasvān | śundhyūḥ | asi) 
 

jhayaḥ paro haḥ caturttham | bhiṣak | homaḥ | bhiṣagghomaḥ | tat | haviḥ | 

taddhaviḥ | samrāṭ homaḥ | sammrāḍḍhomaḥ 14 

 
k + h = g + gh 

ṭ + h  = ḍ + ḍh 

t + h  = d + dh 

p + h = b + bh 

 

sparśo'pañcamaḥ svaradhau tṛtīyam VP 4.118 

haśca tasmāt pūrvacaturtham VP 4.122 
 

jhalāṃ jaśo'nte P 8.2.39 

jhayo ho'nyatarasyām [savarṇaḥ, pūrvasya ] P 8.4.62 

 

vāgghutaḥ (MS 39.5) (vāk | hutaḥ) 

kavyavāhanāvāḍḍhavyāni (MS 19.66) (avāṭ | havyāni) 

yaddhaviṣyam (MS 25.27) (yat | haviṣyam) 

indramiddharī (MS 8.35) (indram | it | harī'itiharī) 

 

svaraparasam̐yogādirdviḥ | iṣe tvā iṣe ttvā 15 
 

After a vowel the first letter of a conjunct consonant is doubled. 

 

svarāt saṁyogādirdvirucyate sarvatra VP 4.99 

 

iṣe ttvorjje ttvā (Ms 1.1) (iṣe | tvā | ūrjje | tvā) 

vvasoḥ pavittramasi ddyaurasi pṛthivvyasi mmātariśśvano gharmosi (MS 1.2) 

(vvasoḥ | pavittram | asi | dyauḥ | asi | pṛthivī | asi | mātariśśvanaḥ | gharmaḥ | asi) 

 

rahābhyāmparaḥ | sūryyam bāhyyam 16 
 

After ra and ha the following consonant is doubled. 

 

paraṁ tu rephahakārābhyām VP 4.100 

 

dṛśe viśśvāya sūryyaṁ svāhā (MS 7.41) (dṛśe | viśśvāya | sūryyam | svāhā) 

prārppayatu (MS 1.1) (pra  | arppayatu) 

karmmaṇe (MS 1.1)  

 

gṛhṇṇāmi (MS 1.10) 
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vahnnitamam (MS 1.8) (vahnnitamamitivahnni tamam) 

 

sparśaścoṣmāntastthābhyaḥ | vvāyavastha | vvāyavasttha 17 6 
 

A sparśa (stop consonant) placed after śa, ṣa and sa and a semi-vowel is doubled. 

 

ūṣmāntaḥsthābhyaśca sparśaḥ VP 4.101 

 

viśppatīva (MS 33.44) (vviśppatīva vviśppatī'ivetiviśppatī iva) 

raśmmibhiḥ (MS 1.12) (raśmmibhiritiraśmmi bhiḥ) 

aśmman (MS 17.1) 

 

śreṣṭṭhatamāya (MS 1.1) (śreṣṭṭhatamāyetiśreṣṭṭha tamāya) 

pūṣṇṇaḥ (MS 1.10) 

 

vvāyava sttha (MS 1.1) (vvāyavaḥ | stha) 

devasttvā (1.3) (devaḥ | tvā) 

rāsnnāsi (MS 1.30) (rāsnnā | asi) 

riṣasppāhi (MS 3.48) (riṣaḥ | pāhi) 

 

vviśśvagulkkāḥ (13.10) (vviśśvak | ulkkāḥ) 

vvalggate (MS 22.7) 

pururāvṇṇo deva (MS 3.48) (pururāvṇṇa'itipuru rāvṇṇaḥ | deva) 

 

ityanantakṛto halsandhiḥ 

 

(7) Visargasandhi  
 

aparavisarga ' u ' ahaśoḥ | śivaḥ | asi | śivo'si | devebhyaḥ | haviḥ | devebhyo haviḥ | 

1 

 
aḥ + a => a+u + a => o + a => o (see 2.18: oparākāro lopam) 

 

ato roraplutādaplute [ut] [ati]  P 6.1.113 

ād guṇaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.87 

eṅaḥ padāntād ati [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ, pūrvaḥ] P 6.1.109 

 

akāre ca [aḥkāra okāram] VP 4.42  

edodbhyāṁ pūrvamakāraḥ VP 4.60 

 

tejosi śukramasyamṛtamasi (MS 1.31) (tejaḥ | asi | śukram | asi | amṛtam | asi) 

dhīrāso'anudiśya yajante | (MS 1.28) (dhīrāsaḥ | anudiśyetyanu diśya | yajante) 

 

aḥ + haś (voiced consonant) => a+u + haś => o + haś 

 

haśi ca [ataḥ] [roḥ] [ut] P 6.1.113 

ād guṇaḥ [ekaḥ pūrvaparayoḥ] P 6.1.87 
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sarvo aḥkāra okāram VP 4.41 

 

sa idandevebhyo haviḥ (MS 1.15) (devebhyaḥ | haviḥ) 

 

ā!paro lopama'āparatve | devāḥ | atra | devā'atra | devāḥāśāḥ | devā'āśāḥ 2 
 

āḥ + (a, ā) => ā + (a, ā) 

 

kaṇṭhyapūrvo yakāramariphitaḥ VP 4.36 

bhobhago'gho'pūrvasya yo'śi [roḥ] P 8.3.17 

 

viśve devā'agne (MS 12.31) (viśve | devāḥ | agne) 

devā'āśāpālā'etandevebhyośvam (MS 22.19) (devāḥ | āśāpālāḥ | etam | devebhyaḥ | aśvam) 

 

aparo lopamāparattve | devaḥ | āśāḥ | deva'āśāḥ 3 

 
aḥ + ā => a + ā 

 

kaṇṭhyapūrvo yakāramariphitaḥ VP 4.36 

bhobhago'gho'pūrvasya yo'śi [roḥ] P 8.3.17 

 

deva'ā martyeṣvā (MS 4.16) (devaḥ | ā | martyeṣu | ā) 

 

āparo lopaṁ haśi | devāḥ | hasanti | devā hasanti 4 

 
āḥ + haś (voiced consonant) => ā + haś 

 

lopaṁ dhau VP 4.37 

bhobhago'gho'pūrvasya yo'śi [roḥ] P 8.3.17 

hali sarveṣām [lopaḥ, vyoḥ] P 8.3.22 

 

devā devasya (MS 11.6) (devāḥ | devasya) 

 

aāparo lopamici | devāḥ' | iha | devā!' iha | aggh!nyāḥ | indrāya | agghnyā' indrāya 

5 

 
(a, ā)ḥ + ic (vowel except (a, ā)) => (a, ā) + ic 

 

kaṇṭhyapūrvo yakāramariphitaḥ VP 4.36 

bhobhago'gho'pūrvasya yo'śi [roḥ] P 8.3.17 

 

yo deveṣvadhi deva'eka'āsītkasmai devāya haviṣā vidhema  (MS 27.26) (RV 10.121.8) (devaḥ | 

ekaḥ | āsīt |) 

cittiñjuhomi manasā ghṛtena yathā devā'ihāgamanvītihotrā'ṛtāvṛdhaḥ | (MS 17.78) 

āpyāyadhvamaghnyā'indrāya (MS 1.1) 

 

rephata icp!araśca rephamaśi | savitaḥ' jajāna | savitarjjajāna | agniḥ' ekākṣareṇa | 

agnirekākṣareṇa 6 
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(a, ā)(ḥ from r) + aś (vowel and voiced consonant) => (a, ā)r + aś 

(ic)ḥ + aś (vowel and voiced consonant) => (ic)r + aś 

 

rephaṁ svaradhau VP 4.35 

sasajuṣo ruḥ P 8.2.66 

 

etante deva savitaryajñamprāhurbṛhaspataye brahmaṇe | (MS 2.12) (savitaḥ | yajñam) 

agnirekākṣareṇa (MS 9.31) (agniḥ | ekākṣareṇa) 

 

rephajecp!arau lopaṁ rephe pūrvvaśca dīrggham | prātaḥ'rātriḥ | prātā rātriḥ | 

ruruḥ raudraḥ' | rurū raudraḥ' 7 

 
(a, ā)(ḥ from r) + r => ā + r 

(ic)ḥ + r => (dīrgha ic) + r 

 

bhāvyupadhaśca ridvisarjanīyaḥ VP 4.33 

rephe lupyate dīrghaṁ copadhā VP 4.34 

ro ri [lopaḥ] P 8.3.14 

ḍhralope pūrvasya dīrgho'ṇaḥ P 6.3.111 

 

prātā rātriḥ ketunā juṣatāṃ sujyotirjyotiṣā svāhetyubhāvetena yajuṣā sāyam ŚPB14.2.1 

śvitra'ādityānāmuṣṭro ghṛṇīvānvārdhrīnasaste matyā'araṇyāya sṛmaro rurū raudraḥ kvayiḥ 

kuṭarurdātyauhaste vājināṅkāmāya pikaḥ  MS 24.39 

 

syasa'eṣavisargo lopaṁvvyañjane | eṣaḥ syaḥ | eṣa syaḥ | syaḥ | rātthyaḥ | 

syarātthyaḥ | saḥ | naḥ' | sa naḥ 8 

 
(sya, sa, eṣa)ḥ + consonant => (sya, sa, eṣa) + consonant 

 

vyañjane ca VP 3.16 [saḥ] [luṅ] 

sya eṣa ca VP 3.17 

 

etattadoḥ sulopo'koranañsamāse hali P 6.1.132 

syaśchandasi bahulam P 6.1.133 

 

eṣa sya vājī (MS 9.14) (eṣaḥ | syaḥ | vājī) 

eṣa sya rāthyo vṛṣā  (MS 23.13) (eṣaḥ | syaḥ | rāthyaḥ | vṛṣā) 

sa naḥ piteva (MS 3.24) (saḥ | naḥ | pitevetipitā iva) 

 

[tathaparatve sam] | y!aḥ te | y!aste | namaḥ te | namaste 9 

 
ḥ + (t, th) => s + (t, th) 

 

tathayoḥ sam VP 3.8 

kharavasānayorvisarjanīyaḥ P 8.3.15 

visarjanīyasya saḥ P 8.3.34 
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yaste drapsa skandati yaste'am̐śurgrāvacyuto dhiṣaṇayorupasthāt | (MS 7.26) 

śivo nāmāsi svadhitiste pitā namaste'astu mā mā him̐sīḥ | (MS 3.63) 

 

cacchaparatve śam | vvājaḥ ca | vvājaśca 10 

 
ḥ + (c, ch) => ś + (c, ch) 

cachayoḥ śam VP 3.7 

 

kharavasānayorvisarjanīyaḥ P 8.3.15 

visarjanīyasya saḥ P 8.3.34 

stoḥ ścunā ścuḥ P 8.4.40 

 

vājaśca me prasavaśca me prayatiśca me prasitiśca me dhītiśca me kratuśca me svaraśca me 

ślokaśca me śravaśca me śrutiśca me jyotiśca me svaśca me yajñena kalpantām  MS 18.1 

pṛthivī cchandontarikṣañchando dyauśchandaḥ samāśchando nakṣatrāṇi chando vākchando 

manaśchandaḥ kṛṣiśchando hiraṇyañchando gauśchandojā cchando śvaśchandaḥ  MS 14.9 

 

lopaṅkharppare śari | andhaḥ' stha | andha sttha 11 7 

 
ḥ + (ś, ṣ, s) + unvoiced stop => (ś, ṣ, s) + unvoiced stop 

 

kharpare śari vā visargalopo vaktavyaḥ (Vārttika of Kātyāyana on P 8.3.36) 

luṅ mudi jitpare VP 3.13 

 

andha sthāndho vo bhakṣīya maha stha maho vo bhakṣīyorja sthorjam̐vo bhakṣīya rāyaspoṣa 

stha rāyaspoṣam̐vo bhakṣīya  MS 3.20 

andhaḥ | stha | andhaḥ | vaḥ | bhakṣīya | mahaḥ | stha | mahaḥ | vaḥ | bhakṣīya | ūrjaḥ | stha | 

ūrjam | vaḥ | bhakṣīya | rāyaḥ | poṣaḥ | stha | rāyaḥ | poṣam | vaḥ | bhakṣīya ||MP 3.19|| 

 

diva skambhanīrasi (MS 1.19)  

divaḥ | skambhanīḥ | asi (MP 1.19)  

grahai stomāśca (MS 19.28)  

grahaiḥ | stomāḥ | ca (MP 19.26) 

sthālībhi sthālīrāpnoti (MS 19.27)  

sthālībhiḥ | sthālīḥ | āpnoti (MP 19.25) 

yadajaya spṛdhaḥ (MS 19.71)  

yad | ajayaḥ | spṛdhaḥ (MP 19.69) 

 

iti visargasandhiḥ 

 

(8) Pratyahārasūtrāṇi 
 

a' i' uṇ 1 ṛḷk 2 eoṅ 3 aiauc 4 hayavaraṭ 5 laṇ 6 ñamaṅaṇanam 7 

jhabhañ 8 ghaḍhadhaṣ 9 jabagadaś 10 khaphachaṭhathacaṭatav 11 kapay 12 

śaṣasar 13 hal 14 ajjhīnaṁ pareṇa saṁyojyam 15 8 

 
ac (a, i, u, ṛ, ḷ, e, o, ai, au) : vowel 
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aś : vowel and voiced consonant 

ic (i, u, ṛ, ḷ, e, o, ai, au) : vowel except (a, ā) 

khar : unvoiced consonant 

jhay: non-nasal stop consonant 

hal : consonant 

haś : voiced consonant 

 

iti svarāṣṭakaṁ sampūrṇam 
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https://vedicreserve.miu.edu/yajur_veda/Shukla_YajurVed-1.pdf   (with doubling) 

Shukla Yajurveda Madhyandiniya Samhita Chowkhamba Orientalia : संसृ्कत-गं्रथ ाः  : Free 

Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive  (with doubling) 

Padapāṭha of the Mādhyandina-Vājasaneyi-Saṁhitā: 

Mādhyandina-Saṁhitāḥ Padapāṭhaḥ, edited by Yudhiṣṭhira Mīmāṁsaka, 4th edition, 201 

Śukla-Yajurveda-Prātiśākhya (=Vājasaneyi-Prātiśākhya) 

http://peterffreund.com/Vedic_Literature/shukl_yajur_veda_pratishakhya.htm 

Indische Studien, Vierter Band, 1858, Albrecht Weber,  Seiten 65-160 & 177-331  

Pāṇini Research Tool 

https://sanskritdictionary.com/panini/1-1-1 

Other Śikṣās / Vedalakṣaṇa texts:     

http://vedicreserve.miu.edu/shiksha/shiksha_vedicreserve.html 

https://sites.google.com/view/vedalakshana 

Abbreviations 
 

MS Mādhyandina Saṁhitā 

MP Mādhyandina Padapāṭha 

MK Mādhyandina Kramapāṭha 

P Pāṇini (Aṣṭādhāyī) 

VP Vājasaneyi Prātiśākhya 

ŚPB Śatapatha Brāhmaṇa 
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