CHALAKSARA CODE LETTERS in the KANVA PADAPATHA

Chalaksara-s are monosyllabic code letters (girh, chrum, $rair, rtau, ksiir, 1 etc.) which are
found at the end of the mantras in the Kanva Padapatha. They contain the following informations:

1. Number of itikarana words (compounds, pragrhya, riphita)
2. Number of words with final visarga
3. Number of words with final n

4. Number of words (padas)

Examples for itikarana words: suposa iti su-posah, te iti te, svariti svah)
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(iti5: number of iti in the last group of 5) (iti=8 = (5) (3) =>iti5 = 3)

k(itis5=1)  (iti=1, 11 etc.)
rk (iti5 = 1 + 5) (iti = 6, 16 etc.)

(h5: number of h in the last group of 5) (h=10=(5) (5) =>h5=15)

m (h5 =5) (h=5, 15etc.)
mr (h5=5+5) (h=10, 20 etc.)

n=1(xy),n=2(xl),n5=3(xv), n=4(xh),n=5 (xr)

n5=3(n=3,8)
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ar (10); orh (18); ah (20); auh (29); 333 (31); 633 (45 = 15 + 30)



EXAMPLES

After adhyaya.anuvaka.mantra the chalaksara code is shown. The numbers iti, h, n and p have
been counted in the padapatha.

1.1.1 (girn) (iti 1, h3,n0,p 13)
ise | tva | Girje | tva | vayavah | stha |
devah | vah | savita | pra | arpayatu | $resthatamayeti §restha-tamaya | karmane || girh ||

Note: g (iti5 = 1; h5 = 3); n = 0 (g is not followed by y, v, lor h); im (p =3 + 10 =13)
1.1.2 (chlrum) (iti2,h7,n 0, p 14)

a | pyayadhvam | aghnyah | indraya | bhagam | prajavatiriti praja-vatih | anamivah | ayaksmah |
ma | vah | stenah | 1$ata | ma | aghasamsa ityagha-$amsah || ch!rum ||

Note: ch (iti5 = 2; h5 = 2); chr (iti5 =2, h5 =2+ 5=7); n=0(chis not followed by y, v, | or h); um (p
=4 + 10 = 14); in the padapatha dhrum is written; this is a printing error corrected to chrum.

1.3.4 (syurn) (iti 0,h3,n 1, p 14)
dhah | asi | dhiirva | dhirvantam | dhiirva | tam | yah | asman | dhiirvati |
dharva | tam | yam | vayam | dhiirvamah || syur ||

Note: s (iti5 = 0, h5 = 3); n =1 (sis followed by y); um (p =4 + 10 = 14)

1.4.4 (jim) (iti2,h3,n0,p 12)
daivyaya | karmane | Sundhadhvar | devayajyaya iti deva-yajyayai |
yat | vah | asuddhah | parajaghaneti para-jaghana | etat | vah | tat | Sundhami || jirh ||

1.5.1 (iirh) (iti2,h5,n0,p 13)
sarma | asi | avadhiitamityava-dhiitam | raksah | avadhita ityava-dhatah | aratayah |
adityah | tvak | asi | prati | tva | aditih | vettu || iitm ||

1.7.5 (Ilurh) (iti 0,h 5, n 0, p 14)
vedah | asi | veda | yena | tvam | deva | veda | devebhyah |vedah | abhavah |
tena | mahyam | vedah | bhava || I'um ||

1.9.2 (karh) (iti 1, h 1,n0, p 10)
prthivyai | varma | asi | prthivi | devayajaniti deva-yajani |
osadhyah | te | milam | ma | himsisam || karh ||

Note: k (iti5 = 1; h5 = 1); n = 0 (k is not followed by y, v, Lor h),; am (p =0 + 10 = 10)
2.1.9 (lyurh) (iti 3,h 0,n 1, p 14)

Note: [ (iti5 = 3; h5 = 0); n = 1(lis followed by y), um (p =4 + 10 = 14)

2.6.2 (yurh) (iti 1, h 0,n 0, p 15)

Note: y (iti5 = 1; h5 = 0); n = 0 (y is not followed by y, v, Lor h),; um (p =5 + 10 = 15)
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3.4.1 (brarh) (iti 5,h 8,n 0, p 10)

bhiih | bhuvah | svariti svah | supraja iti su-prajah | prajayeti pra-jaya | bhiiyasam |
suvira iti su-virah | viraih | suposa iti su-posah | posaih || bram ||

Note: br (iti5 = 5, h5 =3 + 5 =8); n=0 (bris not followed by y, v, | or h); am (p = 0 + 10 = 10)

3.6.2 (raurh) (iti2,h0,n 0, p 19)
Note: r (iti5 = 2; 15 = 0); n=0 (r is not followed by y, v, | or h); aurm (p = 9 + 10 = 19)
3.8.1 ($raimm) (iti0,h 6,n0,p 17)

esah | te | rudra | bhagah | saha | svasra | ambikaya | tam | jusasva | svaha |
esah | te | rudra | bhagah | akhuh | te | pasuh || $raim ||

Note: $r(iti5 = 0; h5 =1+ 5=6); n=0(srisnot followed by y, v, | or h); aim (p =7 + 10 = 17)
4.4.1 (bum) (iti 5,h3,n0,p 14)

rksamayorityrk-samayoh | ilpe iti $ilpe | sthah | te iti te | vam | a | rabhe | te iti te | ma | patam |
a | asya | yajfiasya | udrca ityut-rcah || burh ||

Note: b (iti5 = 5; h5 = 3); n =0 (b is not followed by y, v, L or h); um (p =4 + 10 = 14)
4.4.2 (gom) (iti 1,h3,n0,p 18)

$arma |asi | $arma | me | yaccha | namah | te | astu | ma | ma | himsih |
ark | asi | angirasi | irnamrada itytirna-mradah | Grjam | me | yaccha || gom ||

Note: g (iti5 = 1; h5 = 3); n =0 (g is not followed by y, v, lor h); om (p =8 + 10 = 18)
4.5.1 (larh) (@) (iti0,h5,n0, p 10)

vratam | krnuta | vratam | kroputa | [vratam | krnuta ||
agnih | brahma | agnih | yajfiiah | vanaspatih | yajfiyah || lam ||

Note: 1 (iti5 = 0, h5 = 5); n =0 (lis not followed by y, v, L or h); ari (p =0 + 10 = 10)
5.6.3 (rtaw) (F) (iti8,h 1,n0,p9)

svaraliti sva-rat | asi | sapatnaheti sapatna-ha | satraraliti satra-rat | abhimatihetyabhimati-ha |
janaraliti jana-rat | raksoheti raksah-ha | sarvaraliti sarva-rat | amitrahetyamitra-ha || rtau ||

Note: t (iti5 =3; h5=1); rt (iti5 =3 +5=8h5=1); n=20 (tis not followed by y, v, l or h); au (p = 9)
5.9.2 (chlaim) (iti2,h2,n2,p 17)

Note: ch (iti5 = 2; h5 = 2); n = 2 (ch is followed by ); aim (p =7 + 10 =17)

7.17.1 (sim) (iti0,h2,n 0, p 13)

Note: s (iti5 = 0; h5 = 2); n =0 (s is not followed by y, v, lor h); im (p =3 + 10 =13)



7.19.1(1) (iti0,h0,n0, p 3)
marutam | ojase | tva || 1 ||

Note: Missing consonant (iti5 = 0; h5 = 0); n =0 (missing , v, L or h); T (p = 3)
8.12.1 (sva 33) (iti0,h3,n 3, p31)

Note: s (iti5 = 0; h5 = 3); n =3 (s is followed by v); @ 33 (p = 31)

8.14.1 (d hauh) (&) (iti 3, h 3, n 4, p 29)

Note: d (iti5 = 3; h5 = 3); n =4 (d is followed by h); auh (p =9 + 20 = 29)

9.6.4 (iilah) (iti 2, h 5, n 2, p 20)

9.6.4 (lyirm) (@AM (iti 0, h 5,n 1, p 13)
10.3.3 (au) (iti0,h0,n0,p9)

10.4.4 (herh) (iti0,h 4,n 0, p 16)
Note: h (iti5 = 0; h5 = 4); n =20 (his not followed by y, v, | or h); em (p = 6 + 10 = 16)

10.5.7 (arh) (iti 0,h 0, n 0, p 11)

10.6.4 (rphrviirh 33) (359 33) (iti 10, h 7, n 3, p 45)

Note: rphr (iti5 =5+ 5=10; h5 =2+ 5=7); n = 3 (rphr is followed by v), um 33 (p = 15 + 30 = 45)
11.1.2 (krorhubha) (iti 11, h 16, n 0, p 18)

Note: kr (iti5 = 1; h5 =1 +5 = 6); ifiti5 = 1 then iti could be 1 or 11; if h5 = 6 then h could be 6 or 16);
ubha (““both”) after the code seems to select the numbers > 10 for iti and h.; n = 0 (kr is not followed by

yv,lorh);,om(p=8+10=18)

11.4.6 (ghrorhu) (iti 11,h 9, n 0, p 18)

Note: ghr (iti5 = 1; h5 = 4+5 =9); ifiti5 = I then iti could be I or 11; u after the code seems to select
the number > 10 for iti.; n = 0 (ghr is not followed by y, v, lor h); om (p =8 + 10 = 18)

13.1.14 (chrlaurh) (iti2,h7,n 2, p 19)

13.4.13 (varh) (iti4,h0,n0, p 11)
sam | itam | sam | kalpetham | sarmpriya iti sam-priyau | rocisni iti rocisni | sumanasya iti Su-
manasyau || isam | irjam | abhi | sarhvasana iti sam-vasanau || vam ||

Note: v (iti5 = 4, h5 = 0); n =0 (visnot followed byy, v, lor h); am (p =1+ 10 =11)

13.5.10 (kstarh) (iti5,h0,n0, p 15)

Note: ks (iti5 = 5; h5 = 0); n = 0 (ks is not followed by y, v, Lor h), am (p = 5 + 10 = 15)
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15.9.1 (rba) (iti 10, h 13,n 0, p 30)
Note: rb (iti5 =5+ 5=10; h5 = 3); n =20 (b is not followed by y, v, L or h),; a (p = 30)

15.9.1 (rdhyoh) (iti 8,h14,n 1, p 28)
Note: rdh (iti5 =3+ 5 =8, h5 =4); n=1 (dhis followed by y); oh (p =8 + 20 = 28)

19.2.1 (thyorn) (iti4,h12,n1, p 18)
Note: th (iti5 = 4; h5 = 2); n =1 (this followed by y); om (p =8 + 10 = 18)

21.3.11 (ya!lm) (iti0,h0,n 1, p 10)
pavitrena | punihi | ma | Sukrena | deva | didyat |
agne | kratva | kratain | anu || ya!m ||

Note: Missing consonant (iti5 = 0; h5 = 0); n = 1 (Missing consonant is followed by y); am (p = 0 + 10
= 10); yam would also be the code for (iti 1, h 0, n 0, p 10)

26.3.5 (Irarh) () (iti 0, h 10, n 0, p 10)
krsnah | bhaumah | dhtimrah | antariksah | brhantah | divyah |
sabalah | vaidyutah | sidhmah | tarakah || lram ||

Note: Ir (iti5 = 0; h5 =5 + 5= 10); n=0 (Ir is not followed by y, v, L or h); am (p = 0 + 10 = 10)

26.4.5 (khrum) (iti 1, h 2, n 5, p 14)
vasantaya | kapifijalan | a | labhate | grismaya | kalavinkan | varsabhyah | tittirin | $arade | varttikah
| hemantaya | kakaran | §isiraya | vikakaraniti vi-kakaran || khrur ||

Note: khr (iti5 = 1; h5 = 2; n=5 (kh is followed by r); ur: (p = 4 + 10 = 14)

27.2.1 (rtih) (iti9,h1,n0, p 22)

Note: rt (iti5 =4 +5=9; h5=1); n =0 (tis not followed by y, v, Lor h); ih (p =2 + 20 = 22)
33.1.11 (gyrom) (iti1,h8,n1, p18)

Note: gr (iti5=1; h5=3+5=8); n=1(gis followed by y); onir (p =8 + 10 = 18)
39.21(u) (iti0,h0,n0,p4)

Note: Missing consonant (iti5 = 0; h5=0); n=0 (missingy, v,lorh); u (p=14)

40.1.17 (tem) (iti 3,h1,n0, p 16)

Note: t (iti5 = 3; h5 = 1); n =0 (tis not followed by y, v, [ or h); em (p = 6+ 10 = 16)



40.1.18 () (p0)
agne naya || a ||

Note: Mantra 40.1.18 is dropped in the padapatha because it is a repetition of 5.9.2; mantras dropped in
the padapatrha are called galita mantras. The Kanva Sarihita contains 2086 mantras. The total amount of
galita mantras is 129.

APPENDIX
PADA-MUSTI-LAKSANA(-PRAKASIKA) (805)

of Mukunda-bhatta (or -§astrin). Also called Pada-laksana.

(This text explains the code letters found at the end of the mantras in the Kanva Padapatha; only the
beginning and end is available to me)

Beginning:
srivagdevipadaravindayugalam vighnadhipam svaminarm
natva pankajayonikesavasivan srimadgururm bhaktitah |
vaksye vajasaneyasuklayajusam sarhkhyarm padanam kramad
ekam varnam rcas catuskagananarn labhyaprakasam $ubham ||
surasurasiroratnamariciracitan?ipe |
vighnandhakarastiryaya ganadhipataye namah ||

avalir velavisarganam vidhiyate |
nantanam vaksyate laksma niksipyaikaksare 'ksaram ||
vihind rlvarnabhyam navakaradayah svarah |
dasamam bindund jiieyam visargad vimsatir bhavet ||

End: (RASB)

paiicanam ca dvipakst ca Sukapar§vavati tu ya |

ganantanam nijarm varnam samaptarn padalaksanam ||

duscavanah prtanasalayudhyo 'smakam | jusantam yajfiam adruho 'namivah | iti padalaksanam
samaptam | (21098) iti srimadvirediva-upanamaka-raghunathatmajena mukundasastrina viracita
padamustiprakasika samaptimagat |

Reference:

Aithal, K.Parameswara, Veda-Laksana: Vedic Ancillary Literature: A Descriptive Bibliography, Motilal
Banarsidass: Delhi, 1993, No. 805
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Siksas / Vedalaksana texts:
http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/shiksha/shiksha vedicreserve.html

https://sites.qoogle.com/view/vedalakshana
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