Dropping of the Visarga before Sibilants

Abstract

Dropping of the visarga before a sibilant which is followed by an unvoiced consonant is a Vedic
rule mentioned in the Pratisakhyas and a Varttika of Katyayana on the Panini stra 8.3.36. According

to the Vyasa Siksa, the Samana texts and Bondalaksana the consonant after the sibilant can either be
unvoiced or voiced.

Panini / Katyayana

IR N3EN
va $ari ||8.3.36||

h+(5s,8)= (W/s)+(8,s,5)

LN o o LN
U A T7 A dhed:
kharpare $ari va visargalopo vaktavyah (Varttika of Katyayana)

1t should be said that the visarga is optionally dropped before a sibilant (Sar) which is followed by an
unvoiced stop-consonant (khar)

h+ (8, s, s) + unvoiced stop = () (S, s, s) + unvoiced stop / (b) h + (§, s, s) + unvoiced stop / (¢) s + (&, s, S)
+ unvoiced stop => (8§, ss, ss) + unvoiced stop (8.4.40-41)

Example:
mandibhih + stomebhih = mandibhi stomebhih / mandibhih stomebhih / mandibhis stomebhih (RV 1.9.3)

Rgveda-Pratisakhya
FHUTENIGY FAd T AISH 1
tismany aghosodaye lupyate pare nate 'pi ||4.36]| (4.12)

If a sibilant (iisman) followed by a voiceless consonant follows, (visarjaniya) is dropped, even if the
(following) sibilant is cerebralized.

h+(§, s, s) + voiceless consonant = (S, s, s or §) + vVoiceless consonant

The only combinations in the Rgveda-Samhita starting with a sibilant and followed by a voiceless
consonant are: $c, sk, st, sth, sp and sph. This sandhi is called ‘Anvaksaravaktra’ in Sttra 4.37.

Examples:

stokah + $cotanti = stoka $cotanti (RV 3.21.2)



yajuh + skannam = yaju skannam (RV 10.181.3)
mandibhih + stomebhih = mandibhi stomebhih (RV 1.9.3)
duh-stutt = dustutt (RV 2.33.4)

nicinah + sthuh = nicina sthuh (RV 1.24.7)

visvah + spridhah = vis$va spridhah (RV 10.18.9)

nah + sphatim = na sphatim (RV 1.188.9)

The printed Rgveda Sarhhitas with the exception of the transliterated edition of Aufrecht do not show this
sandhi. They read stokah $cotanti, yajuh skannam etc. with the exception of dustutih (1.53.1), dustuti
(2.33.4, 7.32.21) and nisthitah (1.182.7)

See the list of all dropped visargas in the Aufrecht edition of Rgveda Sarmhita.

Samana-Siksa
This text enumerates those words of the Rgveda-Sarnhita ending in ah which drop the visarga (1) before a

voiced consonant and (2) before a sibilant ($, s) which is followed by a consonant.

ah + (st, sth, sp) =2 (st, sth, sp)
ah + (ér, $v, sm, sy, sv) =2 (8y, §v, sm, sy, SV)

Samana-Siksa refers to a Sarhhita in which the visarga is dropped before a sibilant which is followed by
an unvoiced or voiced consonant.

Example:
candramas cetas caksas cakranas caksana matau canisthas citra rodhasvatir-yamebhih-paro 'Svapas candra

ri§adasah-paras$ ca cakramana rihanti-paro nava 14

vayam te asyam sumatau canistha(h) syama vartithe aghnato nrpitau ||[RV 7.20.8||
vayam | te | asyam | su-matau | canisthah | syama | vartthe | aghnatah | nr-pitau ||

Reference: https://sites.google.com/site/vedalaksana/shamana-shiksha-with-commentary-T.pdf

Bondalaksana

As seen in the following stitra Bondalaksana refers to a Rgveda-Samhita in which the visarga is dropped
before a sibilant which is followed by an unvoiced or voiced consonant.

$nathayan svarsah [svaha] pibatu starya sravitave svabhistisumnah svasvayuspat $masriinindro visargena |

indrah in the Padapatha; in the Samhitd indra with dropped visarga before a sibilant followed by a
consonant


http://www.detlef108.de/RV-T-UTF8-lines_with_restored_visarga.htm
https://sites.google.com/site/vedalaksana/shamana-shiksha-with-commentary-T.pdf

1.051.09a anuvrataya randhayann apavratan abhubhir indra(h) $nathayann anabhuvah |
anu-vrataya | randhayan | apa-vratan | a-bhiibhih | indrah | $énathayan | anabhuvah |
3.034.04a indra(h) svarsa janayann ahani jigayos$igbhih prtana abhistih |

indrah | svah-sah | janayan | ahani | jigaya | uik-bhih | prtanah | abhistih |

3.050.01a indra(h) svaha pibatu yasya soma agatya tumro vrsabho marutvan |

indrah | svaha | pibatu | yasya | somah | a-gatya | tumrah | vrsabhah | marutvan |
4.019.07¢c dhanvany ajram aprnak trsanam adhog indra(h) staryo darhsupatnih ||
dhanvani | ajran | aprnak | trsanan | adhok | indrah | staryah | dam-supatnih ||4.019.07|
4.019.08c paristhita atrnad badbadhanah sira indra(h) sravitave prthivya ||
pari-sthitah | atrnat | badbadhanah | sirah | indrah | sravitave | prthivya ||4.019.08]]
6.020.08a sa vetasurn dasamayarm dasonirh tiitujim indra(h) svabhistisumnah |

sah | vetasum | dasa-mayam | dasa-onim | titujim | indrah | svabhisti-sumnah |
8.045.07a yad ajim yaty ajikrd indra(h) svasvayur upa |

yat | @jim | yati | aji-krt | indrah | svasva-yuh | upa |

8.061.15a indra(h) spal uta vrtraha paraspa no varenyah |

indrah | spat | uta | vrtra-ha | parah-pah | nah | varenyah |

10.023.04a so cin nu vrstir ylithya sva sacam indra(h) $masriini haritabhi prusnute |
so iti | cit | nu | vrstih | yuthya | sva | saca | indrah | Smasrini | harita | abhi | prusnute |

Reference: https://sites.google.com/site/vedalaksana/Bondalakshana-with-commentary.pdf

Taittiriya-Pratisakhya

T SENIY FHd FIUSHIAE 12,2 |l
tismaparo 'ghosapare lupyate kandamayanasya ||9.1||

Visarjaniya, when followed by a sibilant which has an unvoiced letter after it, is dropped, according to
Kandamayana.

Examples:

divah + skambhanih = diva skambhanih (TS 1.1.6)
vah + stena = va stena (TS 1.1.1)

citah + stha = cita stha (TS 1.1.7)

garbhah + sprtah = garbha sprtah (TS 4.3.9)

Weber’s edition (http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/etcs/ind/aind/ved/yvs/ts/ts.htm) shows this sandhi.
http://www.parankusa.org/KrYajurBrowse.aspx reads divasskambhanih, vasstena, citasstha, garbhah
sprtah

http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/taittiriya_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf reads divah skambhanih, vah
stena, citah stha, garbhah sprtah



https://sites.google.com/site/vedalaksana/Bondalakshana-with-commentary.pdf
http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/etcs/ind/aind/ved/yvs/ts/ts.htm
http://www.parankusa.org/KrYajurBrowse.aspx
http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/taittiriya_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf

Vyasa-Siksa

N . \\\CS LN :QQL\

lupyate sarhyutosmordhvo'pyavarnadghosavatparah |[215]|

(Visarjaniya) is dropped if placed before a sibilant which is followed by a consonant.
h+ (8, s, s) + consonant = (§, s, s) + consonant

Examples:

a) voiced consonant

tisrah + $§yamah = tisra §yamah (TS 5.6.12)

caksuh + §rotram = caksu $rotram (TS 1.1.10)

namah + §vabhyah = nama $vabhyah (TS 4.5.4)

lokah + snuvanti = loka snuvanti (TS 2.1.4)

grhyah + smah = grhya smah (TS 1.8.6)

krsnah + syuh = krsna syuh (TS 2.3.1)

namah + srutyaya = nama srutyaya (TS 4.5.7)

urjasvatih + svadhavinih = Girjasvati svadhavinih (TS 4.4.11)

The printed or online Taittiriya Samhitas do not show this sandhi. They read tisrah syamah, caksuh

srotram etc.

b) unvoiced consonant

ayuh-stomam = ayustomam (TS 7.4.11)
agneh + stomam = agne stomam (TS 5.5.6)
harth + stha = hart stha (TS 1.4.28)

catuh-sthanam = catustanam (TS 5.1.6)

In the German book “Die Vyasa-Siksa besonders in ihrem Verhiltnis zum TaittirTya-Pratisakhya”
Heinrich Liiders (1894) compares the Vyasa-Siksa with the TaittirTya-Pratisakhya. He says:

This rule of the Siksa has not the restriction of the Pratisakhya that the consonant following the sibilant
has to be unvoiced. In the manuscripts the visarga is dropped when the sibilant is followed by an unvoiced
or voiced consonant. In the South Indian manuscripts this happens regularly, also in non-Vedic texts. In

Nagart manuscripts it happens so frequently, that one has to consider the deviations as inaccuracy.



Samana(prakarana)

This text which is included in the Saptalaksana enumerates those words of the TaittirTya-Sarhhita ending
in ah which drop the visarga (1) before a voiced consonant and (2) before a sibilant ($, s) which is
followed by a consonant.

ah + (st, sth, sp) =a (st, sth, sp)
ah + (8y, $r, $v, sn, sm, sy, sr, sv) =a (8y, $r, $v, sn, sm, sy, Sr, SV)

Samanaprakarana refers to a Sarnhita (probably from South India) in which the visarga is dropped before a
sibilant which is followed by an unvoiced or voiced consonant.

Examples:
syuh stha bhavanti bhavantu parah bahudheti varjayitva ||26||

praja(h) syuh (TS 2.2.8, 2.3.4, 6.1.3)
Sulka(h) syuh, krsna(h) syuh (TS 2.3.1)
madhyama(h) syuh (TS 2.5.5)
asarnyukta(h) syuh (TS 2.5.7)
pramayuka(h) syuh (TS 3.2.6)
ratha(h) syuh (TS 3.4.8)

damsuka(h) syuh (TS 5.2.9)
prapaduka(h) syuh (TS 5.6.9)
parapatuka(h) syuh (TS 6.1.3, 6.1.7)
sarpa(h) syuh (TS 6.1.10)
prataryajya(h) syuh (TS 6.2.3)
vyatisakta(h) syuh (TS 6.2.6)
mohuka(h) syuh (TS 6.5.3)
apratisthita(h) syuh (TS 7.3.10)
pasukama(h) syuh (TS 7.4.3, 7.4.7)

proksita(h) stha'gnaye (TS 1.1.5)

prajata(h) stha (TS 1.1.8)

samsravabhaga(h) sthesa (TS 1.1.13)

svatra(h) stha (TS 1.4.1, 6.4.4)

pasyateda(h) stha (TS 1.5.6)

manda(h) stha vasa(h) stha, tejasya(h) stha, rastrada(h) stha (TS 1.8.11)
vadhyacchatrubadhana(h) stha (TS 1.8.12)

nigrabhya(h) stha (TS 3.1.8)

apurya(h) stha ma (TS 3.2.5)

rtastha(h) stha (TS 4.4.11)

Maitrayani-Samhita
Examples from http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur veda/maitrayani_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf
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http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/maitrayani_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf

showing dropped visarga if placed before a sibilant which is followed by an unvoiced consonant.

vayava stha; va stena (MaiS 1.1.1)
huta stokah (Mai$ 1.1.3)

proksita stha (MaiS 1.1.4)
samsravabhaga sthesa (MaiS 1.1.13)

Kathaka-Sarhita

Examples from http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/kathaka_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf
showing that the visarga is not dropped but changed into the following sibilant.

ise tvorje tva vayavassthopayavasstha devo vassavita (KathS 1.1)

Kapisthalakatha-Samhita

Examples from http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/Kapisthala Katha_Samhita.pdf
showing dropped visarga if placed before a sibilant which is followed by an unvoiced consonant.

ise tvorje tva | vayava sthopayava stha | devo vah savita; ma va stena (KapS 1.1)

Vajasaneyi-Pratisakhya

3T ge T 23
lun mudi jitpare ||3.13]|

Visarjaniya is dropped before a sibilant (s, s, s) which is followed by an unvoiced stop consonant.
Examples from the Madhyandina-Sarmhita:

diva skambhantrasi (MS 1.19)
divah | skambhanih | asi (MP 1.19)

grahai stomasca (MS 19.28)
grahaih | stomah | ca (MP 19.26)

andha sthandho vo bhaksTya maha stha maho vo bhaksiyorja sthorjam vo bhaksiya rayasposa stha
rayasposam vo bhaksiya |[MS 3.20||

andhah | stha | andhah | vah | bhakstya | mahah | stha | mahah | vah | bhaksiya | dirjah | stha | Girjam | vah |
bhaksiya | rayah | posah | stha | rayah | posam | vah | bhaksiya |[MP 3.19]|

sthalibhi sthalirapnoti (MS 19.27)
sthalibhih | sthalih | apnoti (MP 19.25)


http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/kathaka_krishna_yajur_veda.pdf
http://vedicreserve.mum.edu/yajur_veda/Kapisthala_Katha_Samhita.pdf

yadajaya sprdhah (MS 19.71)
yad | ajayah | sprdhah (MP 19.69)

Example from the Kanva-Samhita:

ise tvorje tva vayava stha | (KS 1.1)
ise | tva | Grje | tva | vayavah | stha

Rktantra (a Pratisakhya of Samaveda)

SHUIRICEY

fisma sthanam ||177|

Visarjaniya is converted into the spirant corresponding to the place of articulation of the following letter.

h + (k, kh) = jivamuliya + (k, kh)

h + (p, ph) = upadhmaniya + (p,ph)
h + (c, ch) = ($c, Sch)

h + (t,th) = (st, sth)

h+(8,s,8) = (88, 88, s8)

h+ (8, s, s) + consonant = (8§, ss, ss) + consonant

Example:
devah + sthana = devassthana (SV 368)

In the Samaveda-Sarhhita http://gretil.sub.uni-goettingen.de/gretil/1_sanskr/1_veda/l_sam/samavedu.htm
the visarga before a sibilant is not converted into §, s or s. If the sibilant is followed by an unvoiced stop
the visarga is usually dropped but there are eight exceptions:

Dropped visargas in the Samaveda-Samhita:

vi$va yadajaya sprdhah || (SV 211)

ami ye deva sthana madhya a rocane divah | (SV 368)

yo na idamidarm pura pra vasya aninaya tamu va stuse | (SV 400)

stota vamasvinavrsi stomebhirbhiisati prati madhvi mama $rutarh havam || (SV 418)
sakhaya stomavahasah || (SV 740)

sa tvarh nascitra vajrahasta dhrsnuya maha stavano adrivah | (SV 810)

yada vajasya gomata stotrbhyo marnhate magham || (SV 829)
pravivipadvaca Grmirh na sindhurgira stomanpavamano manisah | (SV 945)
udu tye madhumattama gira stomasa rate | (SV 1362)

bhiiyama te sumatau vajino vayar ma na Starabhimataye | (SV 1422)
agnim vo duryarh vaca stuse $tisasya manmabhih || (SV 1564)

eva hi vira stavate sadavrdhah || (SV 1684)


http://gretil.sub.uni-goettingen.de/gretil/1_sanskr/1_veda/1_sam/samavedu.htm

revam idrevata stota syattvavato maghonah | (SV 1804)

Maintained visargas in the Samaveda-Sarmhita:

agnim vo duryarh vacah stuse $tisasya manmabhih || (SV 87)
sakhayah stomavahasah || (SV 164)

tubhyam sutasah somah stirparh barhirvibhavaso | (SV 213)

varithye3 varune chandyarh vacah stotram rajasu gayata || (SV 255)

eto nvindrarh stavama sakhayah stomyarh naram | (SV 387)

a gha tvavam tmana yuktah stotrbhyo dhrsnaviyanah | (SV 1085)

ya ugrah sannanistrtah sthiro ranaya samskrtah | (SV 1698)

balavijhayah sthavirah pravirah sahasvanvaji sahamana ugrah | (SV 1853)

Samana (Samaveda)

This text which is included in the Saptalaksana enumerates those words of the Samaveda-Sarhhita ending
in ah which drop the visarga (1) before a voiced consonant and (2) before a sibilant ($, s) which is
followed by a consonant.

ah + (st, sth) = a (st, sth)
ah+sv=asv

Samana refers to a Sarhhita in which the visarga is dropped before a sibilant which is followed by an
unvoiced or voiced consonant.

kasa istah sajosa nayanarh somah karam kastha yukta na va tatyayau vardhatyaye | tu ya madhumattama
rudra jiva dvitiyah 4

tubhyarh sutasah soma(h) sttrnam barhirvibhavaso | (SV 213)
anagah padajia vedha ava ayaksma ajiata vrjana nisthah prathamah smrdikah priyah sarhyogetyaye |
sugopa devaya aruna yajamanasta nah sahojasta jayantiigra anadhrsyah kumara vrddhasrava amitra

astamah 10

yatra nah purve pitarah padajiia(h) svarvido abhi ga adrimisnan .. (SV 1359)
svasti na indro vrddhasrava(h) svasti nah piisa visvavedah . (SV 1875)

Reference: http://peterffreund.com/shiksha/sama_veda saptalakshana.html#versel

Caturadhyayika (a Pratisakhya of Atharvaveda)

T RIS 11%o |l

visarjaniyasya parasasthano 'ghose ||2.40]|

Visarjaniya before an unvoiced consonant becomes of like position with the following sound.


http://peterffreund.com/shiksha/sama_veda_saptalakshana.html#verse1

Whitney:

“The rule that the visarjaniya is to be dropped altogether before a sibilant followed by a surd mute, a rule
which is laid down by the Rk and Vaj Pratisakhyas and not by our own but which is rather more usually
although with very numerous and irregularly occurring exceptions followed in the Atharvan manuscripts
has been uniformly carried out in the edition although many will doubtless be inclined to think with me
that considering the varying usage of the manuscripts it would have been better to follow the authority of
the Pratisakhya and so to avoid the ambiguity occasionally arising from the omission of the final spirant.”

Examples showing dropped visargas:

jarayujah prathama usriyo vrsa vatabhraja stanayann eti vrstya | (AV 1.12.1)
nicaih khananty asura arusranam idarh mahat | (AV 2.3.3)

ami ye vivrata Sthana tan vah sarh namayamasi ||[AV 3.8.5]|

diva spasah pra carantidam asya sahasraksa ati pasyanti bhimim ||AV 4.16.4||
ma va Stena 1Sata maghasarnsah pari vo rudrasya hetir vroaktu |[AV 4.21.7||
asthane parvata asthu sthamny asvarm atisthipam |[AV 6.77.1||

pra tad visnu stavate viryani mrgo na bhimah kucaro giristhah | (AV 7.26.2)
paramebhih pathibhi steno dhavatu taskarah | (AV 19.47.7)

matsva susipra mandibhi stomebhir visvacarsane | (AV 20.71.9)

a niinam asvinor rsi stomam ciketa vamaya | (AV 20.140.2)

Examples showing maintained visargas:

ma me sakhyuh stamanam api sthatasravayanto ni vise ramadhvam ||AV 5.13.5]|
nirhastah $atravah sthanendro vo 'dya parasarit |[AV 6.66.2||

api nahyamy asya medhrarh ya itah stri puman jabhara ||AV 7.95.3|]

sa tau pra veda sa u tau ciketa yav asyah stanau sahasradharav aksitau | (AV 9.1.17)

yatra prepsantir abhiyanty avrtah skambhar tarh briihi katamah svid eva sah ||AV 10.7.4]]
skambhe lokah skambhe tapah skambhe 'dhy rtam ahitam | (AV 10.7.29)

ye tatrsur devatra jehamana hotravidah stomatastaso arkaih | (AV 18.3.47)

balavijiayah sthavirah pravirah sahasvan vaji sahamana ugrah | (19.13.5)

semarn nah stomarm jujusana a gahindra pra citraya dhiya ||AV 20.97.2||
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