Accent of “svar” in the Madhyandina Vajasaneyi Sarmhita
Abbreviations

svarita (s), udatta (u), anudatta (a), pracaya (p);

Madhyandina Vajasaneyi Sarmhita (MVS) / Padapatha (MVP) / Kramapatha (MVK);

Kanva Vajasaneyi Sarhhita (KVS) / Padapatha (KVP); Rgveda Sarhhita (RVS) / Padapatha (RVP);
Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya (VPr)

1. Jatya svarita of svah becomes anudatta
1.1 (Initial s)-u => a-u

svih|na => svarna (MVS 18.50), (KVS 20.2.13)
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svarna gharmah svaha svarnarkah svaha svarna $ukrah svaha svarna jyotih svaha svarna sirYah svaha
(MVS 18.50)

svah |na =>svalrna (RVS 7.10.2) (kampa - u)

svah + iti + svah => svaritisvah (FIdE+) (MVP 7.45)

svah + iti + svah => svariti svah (Fd o ((KVP 2.6.4)

svah + iti + svah => svalriti svah (RVP 1.52.12) (kampa - u)

12 u-s-u=>u-a-u

vi | svaritisvah | pasya => vi svah pasya (MVS 7.45), (KVS 9.2.6)

gharmam | svah | 4 | tisthata => gharmam svaratisthata (MVS 8.19), (KVS 9.3.5)
devan | svah | jyotih => devantsvarjyotih (MVS 8.52), (KVS 9.6.4)

adah | svah | ava => adah svalrava (RVS 1.105.3) (u - kampa - u)

2. Jatya svarita of svah remains svarita

2.1 Svarita is marked with the nyubja symbol (¥+)
211 s-s-u =>a-s-uU
bhuvah | svah | dyaurivetidyauh iva => bhuvah svardyauriva (p{de T=ia( (MVS 3.5)
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bhuvah | svah | dyauriveti dyauh-iva => bhuvah svardyauriva (ﬁﬁrz @;v:ﬁﬁa') (KVS 3.1.5)

svahi | svah | na =>svaha svarna (597 ) (MVS 18.50)
pari | svaritisvah | pasyantah => pari svah (¥+( pasyantah (MVS 20.21)

pari | svariti svah | pa§yantah => pari svah pasyantah (KVS 22.1.6)
gavah | svah | drsike => gavah svalr drsike (RVS 1.66.10) (a - kampa - u)

212 p-s-u=>a-s-u

aganma | svaritisvah | sam => aganma svah (¥+) sam (MVS 2.25)

gabhastyoh | svalriti svah | sisasan => gabhastyoh svalr sisasan (RVS 9.76.2) (a - kampa - u)
2.2 Svarita is marked with the konna symbol (Ef%)
221 a-s-a=>a-s-p

divam | gaccha | svaritisvah | pata => divangaccha svah (¥+) pata (MVS 12.4)
abhima | svah | devah => abhuma svardevah (¥...) (MVS 9.21)

222 s-s-a=>a-s-p

bhuvah | svaritisvah | supraja'itisu prajah => bhuvah svah (¥+) suprajah (MVS 3.37)
bhuvéh | svariti svah | supraja iti su-prajah => bhuvah svah (%) suprajah (KVS 3.4.1)

2.2.3 p - (final s) =>a - (final s)
pari | svaritisvah => pari svah (¥+) (MVS 32.12)
2.2.4 a- (final s) =>a - (final s)

a | sadat | svaritisvah => asadatsvah (¥+) (MVS 11.40)

2.3 Svarita is marked with a vertical stroke (?ﬁé)

231 u-s-a=>u-s-a

devan | svah | Yatah => devantsvarY atah (m ﬁ_'EIT) (MVS 11.3)
agnim | svah | abharantah => agnim svarabharantah ('@L{]‘T{'chci( (MVS 15.49)



2.3.2 u - (final s) =>u - (final )

prayannitipra yan | svaritisvah => prayantsvah ('@i'+) (MVS 3.6)
prayanniti pra-yan | svariti svah => prayantsvah (&= ) (KVS 3.1.6)

Appendix
Svarastaka Siksa (1599)
Svarap rakarana (a section of the Svarastaka Siksa)

atha svaraprakaranam udattanudattasvaritapracayah svarah 1

Now (begins) the chaper of accents (svara). Udatta, anudatta, svarita and pracaya are the
accents.

atamra udattah 2
yatha | $am | pra | nu | dvitiyasya | yatha | adho rakto'nudattah || rudra'ide 3

Examples for udatta:
sam (MVS 4.1); pra (MVS 2.13); nu (MVS 3.34)

Examples for the second accent (anudatta):

rudrah (MVP 4.20); ide (MVP 13.43)
trtiyasya ca yatha | upari raktastiryagrakto va svaritah | svah | svah | svah 4

Examples for the third accent (svarita):
1) Svah (¥9+) | sVah (F5+) | sVah (¥+)

nyubja para'atamra'udattah | svaha | svarnarkah 5

2) svaha | svah | na | arkah => svaha svarnarkah (@ﬁ%)) (MVS 18.50)
Note: anudatta - nyubja svarita - udatta

caturtthasya ca yatha | svaritapara'atamrah pracayah | tryambakamyyajamahe 6

Example for the fourth accent (pracaya):
tryambakam yajamahe (MVS 3.60)

svaritah paficadha || jatyabhinihitaksaiprapraslistabhedat |



ekapade nicapiirvve'piirvvo va yavanyatara yukto jatyah | dhanyam | svah 7

Svarita is fivefold. According to the division into jatya, abhinihita, ksaipra and praslista
svaritas:

In a single word jatya svarita is connected with y or v which is preceded by anudatta or not
preceded by anything.

Examples for the jatya svarita:
dhanyam (4yr=77) (MVP 1.20); svah (E’-T?"%( (MVP 18.50)

Note: ekapade nicapirvah sayavo jatyah (VPr 1.111)

udattadeseraco'bhinihitasvarito bhavatyakaralope sati | te'avantu | tevantu | vedah asi |
vedo'si 8

If after udatta “e” or “o” the anudatta “a’ is dropped the accent of "e” or “o” becomes the
abhinihita svarita.

Examples for the abhinihita svarita:
te | avantu => tevantu (MVK 19.57); vedah | asi => vedosi (311F) (MVS 2.21)

Note: edodbhyamakaro lugabhinihitah (VPr 1.114)
udatta'i'usthane yavayoh paro'nudattah ksaiprah | yayoddhyasmat | nu‘indra | nvindra 9

If udatta “i” or udatta “u” which is followed by an anuddtta is replaced by “y” or “v” the
anudatta becomes the ksaipra svarita.

Examples for the ksaipra svarita:

yuyodhi | asmat => yuyodhyasmat (MVS 5.36)
nu | indra => nvindra (MVS 3.51)

Note: yuvarnau yavau ksaiprah (VPr 1.115)

udattanudattayorhrasvayoh sthane'ikarah praslistah ||
vi'ita | vvita 10

In the combination of a short udatta “i” and a short anudatta “i” the praslista svarita is
created.

Example for the praslista svarita:
Vi | ita => vita (MVS 12.45)

Note: ivarna ubhayatohrasvah praslistah (VPr 1.116)



anudattapurvajatyadayascatvarah pitrdanavaddhastam || vayavyaih' || bhuvah svah || te
'vantu || vedo'si || abhyabhi || yojanvindra || diviva 11

When the four independent svaritas jatya etc.(abhinihita, Ksaipra and praslista) are preceded
by anudatta the hand has the same position as in the case of offering oblation to the ancestors.

Note: (a - s )with the exception of (a - s - u) (svarita is marked with the konna symbol )

Examples:
vayavyaih (MVS 19.27)
bhuvah svah (Z=( (MVS 3.37)

bruvantu | te | avantu => bruvantu tevantu (ﬁ?ﬂ) (MVS 19.57)
vedosi (I]ITH) (MVS 2.21)

abhyabhi (here the sequence is a - s - u; svarita is not marked with the konna symbol; see next
sitra 12)

* gbhyabhit (3P3RIT) (MVS 28.21)
yoja nvindra (7=5=) (MVS 3.51)
diviva (f2979) (MVS 6.5)

anudattapurvajatyadayascatvaro manusyadanavadudatte ||
bhiirbhuvah' svardyauh' | sadanyamiti || rudrebhyo yentarikse || staposyiirnam |
yuyoddhyasmat || apsvantah | diviveti 12

When the four independent svaritas jatya etc.(abhinihita, ksaipra and praslista) are preceded
by anudatta and followed by udatta the hand should be in the same position as in the case of
making an offering to human beings.

Note: (a - s - u) (svarita is marked with the nyubja symbol )

Examples:
bhitrbhuvah svardyauriva (‘{’i’gfci @;ﬁﬁ'ﬁ) (MVS 3.5)

sadanyamiti (FE=ATATT) (MVP 34.21)

rudrebhyo yentarikse (?»_?W}_f ?ﬂﬁa ) (MVS 16.65)
stuposyiirnam (W) (MVS 2.2)
yuyodhyasmat (W) (MVS 5.36)

apsvantah (TET=12 ( (MVS 8.25)

diviveti (MVP 6.5)

anudatta'udattasvaritayoh | yebhi || svarna ye'bhi ||
so'ham || olrvantariksam | vvidam | svastabhitarh stabhitam svah svastabhitam 13

Independent svarita [not preceded by anudatta] becomes anuddtta before udatta or svarita.



Examples:

ye + abhi => yebhi

abhi + ye + ye + abhi + abhi + ye => abhi ye yebhyabhi ye (Jata of MVS 33.28)
svah | na => svarna (MVS 18.50)

sah | aham => soham (MVS 18.35)

a | uru | antariksam => orvantariksam (MVS 15.63)

vi | idam => vidam;

idam + vi + vi +idam + idam + vi => idam vi vidamidam vi (Jata of MVS 26.7)
svah + stabhitam + stabhitam + svah + svah + stabhitam =>

svastabhitam stabhitam svah svastabhitam (Jata of MVS 32.6)

ananudattapurvajatyadayascatvarah karnamiile' udattasvaritaparatva'bhave || nyan ||
svah | te'vantu |
so'smi | tryambakam | nvindra || vvita 14

The four independent svaritas jatya etc. (abhinihita, ksaipra and praslista) not preceded by
anudatta and not followed by udatta or svarita (should be indicated) at the root of the ear.

Examples:

nyar (J)

* nyarikiin (AT (MVP 24.27)
svah (F+) (MVP 18.50)

tévantu (da=7) (MVK 19.57)

sosmi (FIf&) (MVK 2.28)
tryambakam (F=H) (MVS 3.60)
vita (df@) (MVK 12.45)

udattatparanudattam svaritam | ise ttva 15
After udatta an anuddtta becomes svarita.

Example:
ise tvii (Y ) (MVK 1.1)

nodattasvaritaparattve | ise tvorjje | 1$a vasyam |
Not before udatta or svarita.

Examples:
ise tvorje (¥ @rst) (MVS 1.1)

I$a vasyam (ST a1€g7) (MVS 40.1)



svaritadanudattanarm pracayah | vvayavastha 16
After svarita anuddttas become pracaya.

Example:
vayava stha (I9F 1) (MVS 1.1)

nodattasvaritaparattve | vvayavastha devah | vvasyamidam 17
Not before udadtta or svarita.

Examples:
vayava stha devah (I/F T T2 ((MVS 1.1)

vasyamidam (arEITHEH) (MVS 40.1)

udattavaneki hyudattah | pra'arpayatu | prarppayatu 18

Example:
pra | arpayatu => prarpayatu (MVK 1.1)

udattannihitasvarah svaritatpracayo bhavet udattatsvaritatpiirvo nanya'apadyate svarah
| iti svarankusah 19 3

After an uddtta an anudatta becomes svarita; after svarita an anudatta becomes pracaya, the
anudadtta remains unchanged before uddtta or svarita. (Svarankusa Siksd 2)

Hastapraksepalaksana (a section of the Svarastaka Siksa)

atha hastapraksepalaksanam
Now the knowledge of moving the hand (to indicate the accents).

anudatto hrdi jiieyo mirdhnyudatta' udahrtah | svaritah karnamile syannasagre
pracayassmrtah 1
ise tva | vayava stha |

Anudatta is known to be in the heart. The udatta is mentioned as in the head. The svarita should
be in the root of the ear. The pracaya is proclaimed to be at the tip of the nose.

Examples:
ise tva (¥ @) (MVK 1.1)

vayava stha (S99 ¥I) (MVS 1.1)



udattadanudatte tu vamaya bhruva'arabhet | ise ttvorje |
In the sequence udatta-anudatta one should begin at the left eye-brow.

Example:
ise tvorje (3¥ &Trst) (MVS 1.1)

Note: For the accents anudatta + udatta + anudatta the positions of the hand are
heart + left eye-brow + root of the ear.

udattatsvarite caiva kramaddaksinato nyaset 2
isetva3s

In the sequence udatta + svarita one should indicate the uddtta at the right eye-brow.

Example:
ise tva (35 =) (MVK 1.1)

Note: For the accents anudatta + udatta + svarita the positions of the hand are:
heart + right eye-brow + root of the ear.
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